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Charging Policy

Bracknell Borough Council’s Policy with regard to charging for Children’s Social Care
Services is that:

1. The Council will not seek to charge parents for Children’s Social Care services.
2. The Council will not seek to charge children for services except in cases where:

+ The service is provided under Section 2 of the Chronically Sick and Disabled
Persons Act 1970%:or the Children Act 1989 and

% The child has reached 16 years old and has in his or her own right,
substantial income or substantial® capital which generates income or has
received a substantial award which is generating income to which the child is
absolutely entitled, and,

+ Where a charge is made in these circumstances this will be assessed solely
against the income for the child.

3. Though the Council will not charge for support or services where the child is
below the age of 16, where the child / family have sufficient resources, the
Council may assess® and feel it is not necessary to provide support or services,
such as when the child’s needs can be met from existing resources, particularly
where an award of a compensation payment has been obtained to pay for care.

The principles that apply to adult services, as contained in the Community Care Act 1990
and Fairer Charging Guidance September 2003, do not transfer directly to Children’s Social
Care because the service is interventionist and is based on an assessment of the child’s
best interest rather than on their own and their family’s choice.

In September 2004 the Executive Member for Social and Health Care Services and Housing
agreed the application of this principle and approved that charges for Children’s Services
would only be sought from children in the circumstances noted above.

! This section sets out the types and range of services that local councils should have available to
meet the needs of ‘disabled people’, which include provision of practical assistance in the home,
provision of recreational facilities outside the home or assistance to take advantage of educational
facilities, provision of assistance with works for adaptation in the home and provision of meals.

2 ‘Substantial’ means invested capital valued at £250,000 or above to which the child is absolutely
entitled.

? Assessments are undertaken in line with the Framework for the assessment of Children in Need and
their Families, published in June 2000 by Department of Health.



