Nursery Policy 2016/17

JENNETT'S PARK CE PRIMARY SCHOOL
NURSERY CLASS ADMISSIONS POLICY 2016-2017
As a voluntary aided school, Jennett’s Park CE Primary School Governing Body is the admission
authority for admission of children to its nursery class.
The school has 26 FTE (Full Time Equivalent) nursery places, available to children aged 3 and 4. In
practice, this means up to 52 children can be offered a place, with each child attending daily either
a morning or an afternoon class session. Children will be able to start at the beginning of the term
after their third birthday, and remain in the nursery class until they reach statutory school age (the
term that starts after their fifth birthday), although most will enter a reception class at a school
before they reach that age (children are entitled to enter a reception class in the September of the
school year in which they reach their fifth birthday). For those children who will move from our
Nursery class into the Reception Class, we will usually expect them to enter the Reception Class in
the September. The school will not consider applications for earlier admission. The School does not
maintain a Register of Interest.
All parents (Note 1) will need to complete an application form which is available from the School
Office. All applications for the academic year 2016-2017 must be received by the date listed below.
Any applications received after the closing date listed will be deemed as ‘late’ and will only be
considered after all on-time applications at the next meeting of the Admissions Committee (which
meets on a termly basis).
Please note that there is no automatic right to transfer from a nursery class place to the reception
class in the primary school. A separate application will need to be made for entry to the primary
reception class. Acceptance into the nursery does not guarantee a place in the main school;
likewise, refusal for a place in the nursery does not necessarily mean a place in the main school
will not be available. There are separate criteria for the nursery and the main school.
If there are more applications than there are places available in the nursery class, then all
applications will be considered against over-subscription rules. Once places have been allocated to
any children with Statements of Special Educational Needs, naming the school, all other applications
will be ranked in the following order:
1. Children who are in the care of the local authority or provided with accommodation in that
authority in accordance with The Children Act 1989;
2. Children who have a sibling in the main school and who will remain on roll at the time the
Nursery sibling is due to start.
3. Children with a home address (Note 2) in the catchment area of the school and with an older
brother or sister in the nursery class at the time of their admission; (a map of the catchment
area can be seen on the Bracknell Forest Council website or a copy obtained on request from
the Admissions Team or School)
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4. Children of staff (Note 3);
5. Children with a home address in the catchment area of the school, but without an older
brother or sister in the nursery class at the time of admission;
6. Other children.
If there are insufficient places available for all the children in one of the above categories 1-6,
priority will be given to the older children first (in order of date of birth).
After this, if there are still insufficient places, and no distinction can be made between the
applicants, a final decision will be made on the radial distance between the home and the school.
Radial distance will be based on the co-ordinates for the property and the school as defined in the
Local Land and Property Gazetteer and based on the Ordnance Survey’s national system. These
distances will be supplied to the school by the local authority on request.
Multiple Births – if there is only one place available and all the relevant over-subscriptions criteria
applied and no distinction can be made, then the Governing Body will offer one place to the family
and ask the family to identify which child will take the place offered. In this circumstance, the other
‘multiple birth’ children will be placed onto the waiting list and will be given priority for admission
should any vacancies occur.
It is most usual that children will attend our Nursery for the 3 terms before they start school in a
Reception Class; in exceptional circumstances, it may be possible for children to attend for 4 or 5
terms; this is solely dependent on the number of places available and the age of the child.

Note 1: parent is any person who has parental responsibility for or is the legal guardian of the child.
Note 2: the home address is the child’s normal home address at the time of the application being
considered for a place. The Governing Body of the school reserves the right to verify the address
given if there is any doubt about it. Parents must provide the school with a copy of their Council Tax
statement as part of their application.
Note 3: Members of staff are those staff who: a) are employed permanently and directly by the
Governing Body and have been for at least two years at the time the application is made, or b) staff
employed for 15 hours or more a week by contractors appointed by the Governing Body and work
solely on the school site and have done so for at least two years or c) any member of staff recruited
to fill a vacancy for which there is a demonstrable skills shortage or where there has been significant
difficulty in filling the post through the usual recruitment methods
The entitlement to free childcare in a nursery class is 15 hours per week. The school will offer 3 hours
per day, 5 days per week, either for 5 mornings or 5 afternoons. We do not offer flexible provision;
It is expected that those children who take up a place in our Nursery will attend regularly each week,
for 5 morning or afternoon sessions; any child who becomes absent for an extended period of time,
without prior notification, may be removed from roll and their place offered to other applicants.
Whole School policies including leave of absence and attendance apply also to the Nursery. Copies
of these policies may be found on our website.
It is the Governors policy that no child will be admitted to the Nursery for less than two full terms,
and all admissions will commence at the start of a full term, ie September, January or April. Places
will be offered according to availability of sessions. When making an application, parents are invited
to express a preference for a morning or afternoon session; In making decisions, Governors are
mindful of parental preference but can not guarantee to meet parental preferences in the event of
over-subscription. Once a family have accepted a place for either the morning or afternoon session,
there will be no opportunity to change this acceptance. Should a family wish to change their
allocated session, a new application will need to be made. The School does not operate a ‘Register
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of Interests’. There is no arrangement for parents to defer admission once an offer of a place has
been made and accepted.

Timetable for applications
If the child is born on or
between

Applications to be made to
the School by:

1 April and 31 August 2013

31st March 2016

1 September and 31 Dec
2013
1 January and 31 March
2014

31st March 2016

They are eligible for a free
part-time place in the term
following their third birthday
Autumn Term (September)
2016
Spring Term (January) 2017

31st March 2016

Summer Term (April) 2017

The above table indicates the time scales for parents making applications to schools for a part-time
place in the term following their third birthday. The closing date for all applications is 31st March,
2016. All other applications will be considered on a termly basis by the Admissions Committee, the
dates of meetings will be agreed towards the end of the 2015/2016 academic year, and will usually
take place in September, January, April, July.
Should a place not be available, a parent may request that his/her child is placed on a waiting list for
the nursery class. The waiting list order of priority is as in the above categories 1-6 and is not based
on the length of time on the waiting list, except in the case of multiple births (see above). The waiting
list will be updated termly, following the termly meeting of the Admissions Committee. The waiting
list will exist for one academic year and will close in July; to be reconsidered for a place in a
subsequent year, parents must re-apply for a place.
There is no statutory right of appeal against the refusal of a place in the nursery class. Parents who
wish to challenge the decision of the Governing Body should write to the Governing Body. The
Admissions Committee will consider all challenges at their next termly meeting and the Clerk will
respond in writing on behalf of the Governing Body. Parents should note that all decisions regarding
admissions remain the responsibility of the Governing Body and are not delegated to the Head
Teacher or other members of staff. Parents are asked to recognise that early applications will not
be given any priority; the length of time a family has lived in the designated area will also not give
greater priority to any application.
Visits to the nursery are warmly welcomed; interested parents should contact the School to make
an appointment. Because of the impact on children currently attending our Nursery, we are not able
to offer families 1:1 meetings with Nursery staff ahead of any application.
Contact Details:
Jennett’s Park CE Primary School, 3 Tawny Owl Square, Jennett’s Park, Bracknell RG12 8EB
01344 301269
admissions@jennettspark.bracknell-forest.sch.uk

