
     

                   
         
           
                     
 

 
     
     

   
       

   

 

 

     

       
           
               
 

         

         
                           

                       
                   

 

   
       

 

NOTICE OF MEETING 

Local Countryside Access Forum 
Tuesday 29 September 2009, 7.00 pm 
Function Room, Fifth Floor, Easthampstead House, Town Square, 
Bracknell 

To: Local Countryside Access Forum 

Councillor Mrs Diana Pidgeon OBE (Chairman) 
Mr Michael Abbott, Mr David Bertie, Councillor Michael Brossard, Mr Joe Dodson, Mr Mike 
Gates, Sharon Holt, Mr Innes  McEwen, Mr Richard Mosses, Mr Peter Radband, Councillor 
Raymond Simonds, Mr Derick Stickler, Mr Stuart Tarrant and Miss Caroline Tomalin 

ALISON SANDERS 
Director of Corporate Services 

EMERGENCY EVACUATION INSTRUCTIONS 

1 If you hear the alarm, leave the building immediately. 
2 Follow the green signs. 
3 Use the stairs not the lifts. 
4 Do not re­enter the building until told to do so. 

Contact: Amanda Roden 
Telephone: (01344) 352253 
Email: amanda.roden@bracknell­forest.gov.uk 
Published: 21 September 2009 



 

 

       
           
             
   

 
 
     

      

      

                      

        

              

                  

            

      

          

                  
 

 

        

      

                

          

          

        
 

 

            

              
 

 

 

Local Countryside Access Forum 
Tuesday 29 September 2009, 7.00 pm 
Function Room, Fifth Floor, Easthampstead House, Town 
Square, Bracknell 

AGENDA 

Page No 

1.	 Welcome 

2.	 Apologies 

3.	 Minutes of Last Meeting and Matters Arising 1 ­ 8 

4.	 Be Heard 

5.	 National and Regional LCAF Work 

6.	 Rights of Way Improvement Plan 9 ­ 22 

7.	 Thames Basin Heath SPA 

8.	 Playbuilder 

9.	 Interpretation & Marketing 

Group photo to be taken of LCAF Members. 

10.	 Site Visits 

11.	 Recruitment 

12.	 Reports from Members round the Table 

13.	 Any Other Business 

14.	 Public Question Time 

(Maximum 10 Minutes) 

15.	 Date of Next Meeting 

Note to Members: Please bring diaries. 



       
     
        

   

 
 
     
       

     
     

     
   

   
     

   
     

   
 
   

             
           

             
     
           
 

           
   
   

 
    

 
               

 
                   

   
 

                
 

                         
  

 
 

 
       

                             
                     

  
 
 
 
 

Agenda Item 3
 

LOCAL COUNTRYSIDE ACCESS FORUM 
24 MARCH 2009 
7.00 ­ 9.00 PM 

Present: 
Statutory Board Members: 
Mrs Diana Pidgeon OBE (Chairman) 
Mr Michael Abbott 
Councillor Michael Brossard 
Mr Joe Dodson 
Sharon Holt 
Mr Richard Mosses 
Mr Peter Radband 
Councillor Raymond Simonds 
Mr Derick Stickler 
Miss Caroline Tomalin 

In attendance: 
Sally Coulson, Parks & Countryside Projects Officer 
Hugh Fitzwilliams, Rights of Way Ranger, BFC 
Graham Pockett, Parks & Countryside Development Officer 
Amanda Roden. Democratic Services Assistant 
Richard Walton, Parks & Countryside Manager 

Apologies for absence were received from: 
Mr Mike Gates 
Mr Innes McEwen 

36. Welcome 

The Chairman welcomed all members to the Forum. 

It was  reported that Graham Pockett was present as  the new Parks & Countryside 
Development Officer. 

37. Minutes of Last Meeting and Matters Arising 

The minutes of the meeting held on 30 September 2008 were agreed as a correct 
record. 

Matters Arising 

Minute 32, Site Visits 
It was noted that there had been two excellent site visits: the Bluebell Walk and the 
Lily Hill Park/ Clinton’s  Hill/ Scotts  Hill circular walk which produced some great 
photos. 
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38. National and Regional Access Forums
 

It was reported that Richard Mosses had attended a meeting of LAF representatives 
(known collectively as the ‘South East LAF’) on 6 October 2008 and 3 March 2009 at 
the Natural England offices, Ashdown House, London. 

Richard Mosses  and Michael Abbott had then attended a conference for Local 
Access Forum members in the South East on behalf of Bracknell Forest LCAF. This 
event took place in the afternoon of Tuesday 3 March 2009 at CSSC, London with an 
aim to exchange good practice and network. 

The conference was chaired by Duncan Graham, chair of the Cumbria Local Access 
Forum. Duncan had previously been nominated to represent the South East Local 
Countryside Access Forums on the England Access Forum (EAF) and would chair all 
future regional conferences. 

Copies  of the workshop presentations  that took  place at the afternoon conference 
were available at the meeting for Bracknell LCAF members. 

Forum Members noted the report from Richard Mosses on both events. 

Michael Abbott gave a verbal report of his experience of the conference. 

Subjects discussed included gating orders  and communication with the public 
regarding the work of LCAFs. It was noted that information needed to be engaging 
and there were several ideas for communication such as the internet, TV, local press, 
mail shots/handouts but that radio would possibly target more local people. The Town 
and Country local paper could be used but the timing of any articles would be a key 
consideration. 

Members  discussed the web presence of LCAF and noted that information about 
Bracknell Forest LCAF, meeting agendas and minutes could be found on the website: 
www.bracknell­forest.gov.uk/LCAF but under countryside access rather than rights of 
way. It was suggested that links should also be made from the rights of way section 
and that campaign targets should be bullet pointed on the webpage. Forum Members 
were invited to give feedback to Sally Coulson. 

(Action: All) 

39. Definitive Map ­ review, diversions and creations 

Bracknell Footpath 15 

It was reported that part of Footpath 15 southeast of Queens Wood had been legally 
diverted and the definitive map had been updated accordingly. Possible future 
diversion of another length of FP15 was also discussed. It was suggested that the 
footpath could be linked with open spaces  such as  Jennetts  Hill and with other 
footpaths in the area. Discussions had started with developers to look at other parts 
of the footpath to avoid it becoming absorbed within other parts of the infrastructure 
of the site. Opportunities existed to provide access, linking green spaces and wildlife 
corridors. 

40. Rights of Way Improvement Plan 

Access  Management Grant funding was  available to be bid for but needed to be 
project specific and relate to designated Access Lands. Within Bracknell Forest this 
was Wildmoor Heath. Members were asked to direct any ideas to Sally Coulson. 
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(Action: All)
 

Future Projects
 

•	 Bracknell Footpath 17 – £18,000 funding had been secured from Natural 
England. Queen Anne Gully was a historic area and repair work was needed 
to stabilise the banks. Timber from the Crown Estate would be used. The 
projected life of timber varied depending on treatment of the wood. 

•	 It was  asked whether the road crossing linking Nine Mile Ride to Caesar’s 
Camp could be made safer. This was considered unfeasible at present due to 
highway regulations  but would be regularly reviewed to see if future 
opportunities arose. 

•	 Priory Field – a permissive bridal link. Completion was  taking longer due to 
the priorities of work and staff resources. The site would be fully operational 
for the next football season in approximately 12­18 months time, but the site 
needed to be completed before the footpath to avoid the corridor effect for 
equestrian access. 

•	 Winkfield Circuit – there was  a slight delay due to changing ownership. 
Hogarth Developers had been contacted. The entire route would be surveyed 
and potential links identified 

•	 Winkfield Footpath 5 – funding for drainage works  was  available. A 
specification was being drawn up using engineer advice. The path needed to 
be raised above water level but it had been too wet for engineers to carry out 
the work. 

•	 Scott’s Hill – a grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund had been secured by the 
Bracknell Forest Natural History Society in 2008 for this small woodland site 
and works to improve access and increase biodiversity had been taking place. 
Works had included footpath improvement, tree work and replanting, and 
interpretation was due to be installed in July. The Society had applied for an 
additional grant for an adjacent site, Allsmoor Lane. If successful, this would 
complete a green corridor which linked Clinton’s Hill, Lily Hill, Scott’s Hill and 
Allsmoor Lane. The Society was  keen to create a circular walking route 
between these sites of approximately two and a half miles and had asked for 
suggestions from the LAF. 

41. Greenspace Strategy 

Forum Members noted the draft version of the Green Space Strategy. 

It was reported that some key elements of the Strategy were already being delivered 
and Section 106 contributions  from developers  had been secured for an Urban 
Woods Project for green spaces located at the rear of housing developments. Money 
would be used to clear up the effects of anti­social behaviour such as fly tipping, for 
path improvements and to improve the visibility of areas to make them more 
welcoming. 

Works were underway in the following areas: 
•	 Berry Bank  in Sandhurst. A positive response had been received from 

Waitrose as the neighbouring landlord. 
•	 Wentworth Way, Winkfield, nr Ascot. 
•	 School Hill, Sandhurst. 
•	 Frog Copse, opposite the Depot in Bracknell. 
•	 Osmonds Close, Winkfield – there was currently one way in and one way out. 

Another route would be identified. 
•	 Napier Close, Crowthorne – adjacent to part of the Broadmoor Farm Estate. 
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With regard to issues  of ‘backland’ sites; Jennetts Park – lessons  had been learnt 
from past development practice with housing now fronting onto the woodland and 
copses with buffer zones. Standards were being raised. 

With regard to feedback from LCAF members, the focus would be on aims, objectives 
and key actions. It was  suggested that key projects  could be advertised on the 
website, in the Town & Country local paper and on the radio. In order to be more user 
friendly, consideration should be given to make the Strategy shorter possibly by 
placing certain items  in the Appendix. The Strategy was not geographically specific 
but some actions would have site references. 

It was suggested that there could be a Top 10 list of areas being improved at any 
time and a small glossy leaflet for different areas  of the Borough with simple 
summaries. 

It was  noted that the Strategy had also been circulated to the Parish and Town 
Councils and would also be sent to other relevant organisations such as The Crown 
Estate. As  it was  in draft format the Strategy was not available on the website yet. 
Wider public  consultation could be undertaken once initial feedback  had been 
incorporated. 

The Forum thanked Richard Walton for his work on the Green Space Strategy and 
noted the appropriate poem at the beginning. 

It was agreed that any comments or suggestions would be directed to Sally Coulson 
by the end of April 2009. 

(Action: All) 

42. Interpretation and Marketing (including LCAF Annual Report) 

It was reported that the new interpretation boards at Wildmoor Heath had been 
installed. Members were encouraged to visit the site. 

The newly updated Parks & Countryside leaflets were available and a small run of 
3,000 leaflets had proved to be very popular. 

Forum Members’ initial comments included: 
•	 Pictures of cyclists without helmets or horse riders without high visibility 

jackets should not be used as this could have a detrimental influence on 
members of the public. A range of Illustrative ideas would be useful and there 
was a request for volunteers to take part in photos for the leaflet. 

Further comments from Forum Members for the leaflet were welcomed and should be 
directed to Sally Coulson. 

(Action: All) 

A photo competition would be launched in June 2009 for the second year running. 
Winning images would be displayed in the Community Gallery at South Hill Park from 
February 2010. Members noted that the LCAF had a flicker site which displayed 
many of last year’s entries, many of which were now displayed on the Council’s 
website and updated leaflets. 
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LCAF Annual Report 

An example of Hampshire’s  Annual Report was  passed around. Members  were 
encouraged to look at other LAF annual reports which were available online. 

It was  agreed that Forum Members  would direct any comments  or articles  for the 
Bracknell LCAF Annual Report to Sally Coulson by 1 August 2009. 

(Action: All) 

43. Thames Basin Heaths Access Management Partnership 

It was noted that Thames Basin Heath Access would be kept as an agenda item for 
LCAF meetings  as  progress  was  slow and it was  a complex process  involving 
representatives from 11 different planning authorities and associated partners. 

The delivery framework included access management concepts relating to the impact 
on outdoor recreation with regard to Bracknell Forest. The role of the LCAF was  to 
steer, influence and advise. At a local level outside of the SPA, the impact was likely 
to be positive as it would help to raise the profile of the alternative opportunities and 
other sites  for residents to use. There were mini plans  for key sites  to improve the 
landscape and biodiversity values. 

The main principles were: 
1) Access  Management Measures – involved existing landowners  and 

managers. 
2) Strategic  Co­ordination – consistency of messages. Natural England had 

accepted the role. 
3) Consistency – lead funding from developers  for access  management and 

specific contributions per dwelling. 
4) Soft Measures – involved access  management such as  a subtle onsite 

presence and well managed onsite routes. 

Bracknell Forest Council had rejected the planning application for more housing at 
the RAF Staff College site and were in the midst of an appeal. There would be a 
decision on the appeal for the TRL site in Crowthorne by the summer as this would 
be made by the Secretary of State. 

The number of planning applications  for large developments  and related building 
work had slowed recently which had reduced the pressures  on the Thames Basin 
Heath access. 

A letter had been received from Surrey LAF inviting 2­3 members of Bracknell LCAF 
to attend a joint meeting regarding the Special Protection Area and the Chairman had 
agreed. 

44. Reports from Members around the Table 

•	 Derick Stickler reported that the pipeline through the Special Protection Area 
had been laid. There was no water in the pipe and the twin tunnels under the 
line were causing a problem. South East Water did not have anymore money 
for this financial year. A 35 metre strip of land would be replanted with heather 
out of the 7 hectares  of land affected by the pipeline but some of the area 
would be reforested. 

•	 Michael Abbott reported that cyclists were unable to use the bridleway down 
by the Lower Sandhurst Road from Finchampstead to the river due to its 
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condition but they were also unable to use the foot path. It was noted that this 
area came under Wokingham’s  jurisdiction and that the Blackwater Valley 
Countryside Project (BVCP) would be a good place to raise this issue. Diana 
Pidgeon was on the Board of the BVCP and would refer this. 

(Action: Diana Pidgeon) 

•	 Sharon Holt reported that several boxes of Dominoes leaflets had been 
dumped on the Hazelwood bridle path near the Bracknell sewage works. 
Sharon had reported it to the company and legal proceedings were being 
undertaken. It was highlighted that as the barrier was no longer closed, fly 
tipping would be Thames Water’s responsibility and any problems would need 
to be reported to them. 

•	 Diana Pidgeon reported that 7 horses were found loose on the road by  the 
Toyota garage and reported to the Police. It was highlighted that the Borough 
Solicitor had previously identified appropriate legislation to serve notice where 
horses  had previously been left to graze on public  open space. Sharon 
reported that she had a welfare contact if this happened again. 

45. Site Visits 

• There was a suggestion to undertake a site visit to Jennetts Park. 

A site visit to Jennetts Park was suggested for May. Sally would identify some 
weekday evening dates  after 5pm and e­mail potential dates  to Forum 
Members. Possible meeting places  for the visit were the Peacock Farm pub 
on the Jennetts Park site near to the community centre or the Easthampstead 
Park Conference Centre. 

46. Any Other Business 

It was reported that there were now 3 relevant e­mail addresses and these would be 
sent to the Forum Members: 
rangers@bracknell­forest.gov.uk
 
biodiversity@bracknell­forest.gov.uk
 
rightsofway@bracknell­forest.gov.uk
 

(Action: Sally Coulson) 

It was reported that Bracknell LCAF was currently recruiting for new members. Sally 
Coulson would attend an Access Advisory Panel meeting on 7 April 2009 to see if 
any of the panel members would be interested in becoming a member of the LCAF. It 
was suggested that the Berkshire Disability Information Centre could be contacted 
also with the aim to recruit a member to represent disabled interests. 

(Action: Sally Coulson) 

Bracknell had received £1million for 22 new play areas in the Borough as part of the 
Play Builder Programme to encourage activity amongst children. Early Years would 
work in partnership with Parks & Countryside and Parishes in the Borough to improve 
existing play areas as part of the new initiative ‘Play­Builder/Path Finder’. 

Restoration work had begun on the South Hill Park site which was a £4.5million 
project involving improvements to the landscape. Stage 1 was almost completed and 
the bid for Stage 2 would go in next week. 

It was reported that Wildmoor Heath in Bracknell had been granted funding for 
access previously as part of the Natural England Access Management Scheme and 
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that all applications for the Scheme in 2009/10 needed to be in by September 2009. 
High profile projects were needed to attract the attention of Natural England. Money 
for the boardwalk improvements would be carried forward into the next financial year 
due to the wet conditions preventing work from being carried out. 

47. Post Meeting Notice 

It was reported after the meeting that Stuart Tarrant had tendered his resignation to 
the Chairman of the Forum due to his many other commitments and also because he 
had sold the larger part of his land. 

48. Date of Next Meeting 

Tuesday 29 September 2009 at 7pm in the Function Room, 5th Floor, Easthampstead 
House. 

CHAIRMAN 
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LTP and ROWIP Integration 

Good practice note 

Agenda Item 6 
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1

England’s extensive network of public rights of way is a unique and valuable resource. It not only 

provides opportunities for recreation, but also forms an integral part of the transport system. Rights of 

way provide means of sustainable travel, particularly for short journeys, in both rural and urban areas, 

DQG�FDQ�SOD\�D�VLJQL¿FDQW�SDUW�LQ�UHGXFLQJ�WUDI¿F�FRQJHVWLRQ�DQG�KDUPIXO�HPLVVLRQV��SURYLGLQJ�VDIHU� 
routes for vulnerable travellers. 

Rights of way improvement plans have given an impetus to authorities to undertake a strategic review 

of their rights of way networks, to ensure that they cater for current and future needs. And the linking of 

rights of way improvement plans to local transport plans will help to optimise the part that rights of way 

play in the wider transport system. 
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1. Purpose
 

The publication of the Department for Transport’s Local Transport Plan (LTP) 2009 guidance offers 

DQ�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�ORFDO�DXWKRULW\�WUDQVSRUW�SODQQLQJ�DQG�ULJKWV�RI�ZD\�RI¿FHUV�WR�RSWLPLVH�WKH�SDUW�WKDW� 
rights of way can play in the wider transport system. Linking statutory rights of way improvement plans 

to local transport plans will promote a shift to active travel, a more interesting and connected transport 

network and help lever funding for implementation schemes that meet several joint objectives. This 

JRRG�SUDFWLFH�QRWH�JLYHV�DGYLFH�RQ�KRZ�WR�DFKLHYH�WKHVH�RXWFRPHV�DQG�PDNH�HI¿FLHQW�XVH�RI�IXQGLQJ� 
through joined up working. 

2. Usefulness of LTP and ROWIP integration 

The new Local Transport Plan (LTP) guidance recognises the role of active travel solutions such 

as walking and cycling. There is now an opportunity for local authorities to take a broader, more 

holistic approach to transport and address the rights of way network as an integral part of urban 

and rural transport systems and in contributing to the achievement of all the national transport 

goals1 

-reducing carbon emissions;
 

-supporting economic growth;
 

-promoting equality of opportunity;
 

-contributing to better safety, security and health; and
 

-improving quality of life and a healthy natural environment
 

Further detail on how rights of way can help contribute to these goals is illustrated in Table 1. 

There are many shared aims and links between LTPs and Rights of Way Improvement Plans 

(ROWIP) which can serve to strengthen and facilitate the long term sustainability of rights of way 

and the delivery of sustainable transport objectives. Joined up implementation plans can secure 

more direct and integrated funding and delivery. 

Integration encourages new ways of working with internal and external partners including local 

access forums. 

�,QWHJUDWLRQ�JLYHV�ORFDO�DXWKRULWLHV�DQ�DGYDQWDJH�LQ�GHOLYHULQJ�SRVLWLYH�EHQH¿WV�IRU�SHRSOH�DQG�WKH� 
natural environment – a more active lifestyle in a greener, healthier, low carbon, quieter and safer 

environment. 

3. Our Good Practice Note outcomes 

Our aims are: 

for local authorities to be clearer on how the two documents relate to each other- their common 

� WKHPHV��REMHFWLYHV�DQG�KRZ�WKH�QHZ�/73�ÀH[LELOLWLHV�HQDEOH�SUDJPDWLF�LQWHJUDWLRQ�PHDVXUHV�LQ�� 
the new plans and projects. 

To provide examples of good practice that cement the relationship between the LTP and ROWIP 

and in particular new ways of packaging rights of way schemes that meet national transport 

goals in both urban and rural areas  that can contribute to sustainable tourism and recreation in 

addition to linking local communities to employment, key services and facilities. 

1 http://www.dft.gov.uk/ltp 11 
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4. Timeline 

The Local Transport Act 20082 requires all transport authorities to have a new local transport plan in 

place by April 2011. The CROW Act 20003 requires a review and a new assessment of a ROWIP not 

PRUH�WKDQ�WHQ�\HDUV�DIWHU�LW�LV�¿UVW�SXEOLVKHG��7KLV�PHDQV�WKDW�LQ�PDQ\�LQVWDQFHV�52:,3V�ZLOO�QRW�EH� 
due for review until 2017. 

Authorities can now review the ROWIP within the same timescale as the LTP for both strategy and 

LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ�HOHPHQWV��$OWHUQDWLYHO\�RZLQJ�WR�WKH�LQFUHDVHG�ÀH[LELOLWLHV�RYHU�WLPHVFDOHV�EXLOW�LQWR� 
LTP review and replacement beyond 2011, authorities can review and integrate their ROWIP within the 

period of a future LTP implementation plan. 

Authorities may also wish to consider aligning the implementation plan element of the LTP and 

statement of action of the ROWIP with local government funding settlement and local area agreement 

(LAA) timescales. 

5. Document Format 

Authorities can produce the LTP policy and implementation parts in separate documents and are free 

to determine when they renew the different parts. It is advisable to consider incorporating the ROWIP 

within the same framework to help achieve integration. Alternatively it is possible to keep the ROWIP 

and LTP documents separate but make clear that they complement each other, are both statutory and 

should both be taken into account in any transport/access related matters. 

A common branding style will help integration with thorough cross-referencing to ensure that key 

aspects of the ROWIP and the role that rights of way can play in delivering sustainable transport 

solutions are clear. 

Should authorities choose to produce the two documents separately, the LTP might include: 

�D�VXPPDU\�RI�WKH�EHQH¿WV�DQG�FRQWULEXWLRQ�WKDW�ULJKWV�RI�ZD\�EULQJ�WR�WKH�ZLGHU�WUDQVSRUW� 
network; 

�WKH�NH\�52:,3�SULRULWLHV�DQG�KRZ�WKH\�FDQ�EHQH¿W�RWKHU�SDUWV�RI�WKH�/73��DQG 

signpost the detail contained within the separate ROWIP. 

The ROWIP might include: 

recognition of the national transport goals and any other local transport objectives; and 

outline how development of the rights of way network can help contribute to these goals. 

6. Cross boundary plans 

The boundaries of a LTP/ROWIP do not need to follow traditional local authority boundaries; they may 

LQVWHDG�UHÀHFW�WUDYHO�SDWWHUQV��SDUWLFXODUO\�LQ�FLW\�UHJLRQV��7KHUH�KDYH�EHHQ�D�QXPEHU�RI�VXFFHVVIXO� 
Joint Plans for LTP2 and Joint ROWIPs with the same spatial coverage to maximise collaboration 

and accountability. Tyne and Wear4 is a model for LTP/ROWIP integration which other joint authorities 

PD\�ZLVK�WR�IROORZ�LQ�IXWXUH��$W�7\QH�DQG�:HDU�DQ�DFFHVV�GHYHORSPHQW�RI¿FHU�ZDV�DSSRLQWHG�ZLWK� 
responsibility for the ROWIP, supported by funding from the LTP partners.5 

2 http://www.opsi.gov.uk/acts/acts2008/ukpga_20080026_en_1 
3 http://www.opsi.gov.uk/acts/acts2000/ukpga_20000037_en_1 
4 http://www.gateshead.gov.uk 
5�7KH�/73�SDUWQHUV�FRQVLVW�RI�RI¿FHUV�DQG�HOHFWHG�PHPEHUV�IURP�WKH�¿YH�KLJKZD\�DXWKRULWLHV��*DWHVKHDG� 
Council, Newcastle City Council, North Tyneside Council, South Tyneside Council and Sunderland City Council) 
and the Tyne and Wear Passenger Transport Authority. 12 
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7. Other statutory plans and strategies 

7R�PD[LPLVH�WKH�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�DQG�EHQH¿WV�WKDW�DFWLYH�WUDYHO�VROXWLRQV�FDQ�EULQJ��DXWKRULWLHV�VKRXOG� 
ensure integration with other statutory plans and strategies at the local and regional levels and make 

timely contributions to these on key aspects of the LTP and ROWIP. For example, rights of way and 

WKH�GH¿QLWLYH�PDSV�ZKLFK�UHFRUG�WKHP�VKRXOG�EH�DQ�LQWHJUDO�SDUW�RI�ORFDO�GHYHORSPHQW�IUDPHZRUNV� 
(LDFs), transport asset management plans (TAMPs), cycling, walking, green space, road safety, crime 

and anti-social behaviour strategies. Merseyside ROWIP 2008-20186 contains a clear diagram of the 

relationship between the ROWIP and other local authority plans and strategies. 

6 http://www.merseysiderightsofway.org 13 
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Urban/unitary authorities 

There is often an inherent focus placed on primary objectives of reducing congestion, air quality and 

road safety in urban/unitary authorities. Rights of way are perceived as an integrated part of these 

transport objectives. They can also contribute to improved access to the natural environment and for 

recreation purposes. The co-location of RoW and LTP staff in urban and unitary authorities is often 

cited as a key reason for success.  

Rural highway authorities 

Some rural authorities have many smaller settlements which are important service centres for large 

catchment areas. Access to and from these settlements often involves the use of well used rights of 

way which link with the public transport network and can therefore make them eligible for improvement 

within LTP funding criteria. 

Other rural authorities, such as Leicestershire County Council, have one or two large urban centres 

where a policy decision has focused on gaining LTP funding for rights of way improvements in and 

around those centres where the majority of the population live. 

Some rural authorities may demonstrate areas of low car ownership, poor health or low physical 

activity levels. Promoting non- car journeys through improvements to and promotion of the rights of 

way network can help meet combined ROWIP/LTP objectives. 

National parks 

Many national park authorities are involved with several ROWIPs and LTPs.  For example the Peak 

District National Park Authority has six LTPs  covering passenger transport authority and executive 

ERXQGDULHV��'HUE\VKLUH��6WDIIRUGVKLUH��&KHVKLUH��6RXWK�<RUNVKLUH���LQFOXGLQJ�%DUQVOH\�DQG�6KHI¿HOG��� 
*UHDWHU�0DQFKHVWHU��LQFOXGLQJ�2OGKDP��DQG�:HVW�<RUNVKLUH��LQFOXGLQJ�.LUNOHHV��DQG�WKH�QXPEHU�RI� 
ROWIPs is even greater and produced by each local highway authority. 

This additional complication makes it sensible for those highway authorities to make use of the 

LQFUHDVHG�ÀH[LELOLWLHV�RYHU�WLPHVFDOHV�EXLOW�LQWR�WKH�QHZ�/73�DQG�WR�LQWHJUDWH�WKH�52:,3�/73�DV�PXFK� 
as possible. 

Accessing LTP funding for rights of way improvements in the national parks requires linking projects 

with the wider transport agenda – and raising awareness that improvements to access services are 

not mutually exclusive to access for visitors and recreation. Redcar and  Cleveland Borough Council’s16 

Countryside & Public Rights of Way Service has successfully accessed LTP funding for rights of way 

improvements within the North York Moors National Park as a result of : 

a close working relationship with the park authority generally ,– the Countryside and Public 

Rights of Way Service has a close working relationship with the LTP team which both form part 

of the Area Management Service Directorate with responsibility for both the ROWIP and the LTP. 

through management on cross-border projects, strategies and policies. 

16 http://www.redcar-cleveland.gov.uk 20 
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11. Local Access Forums 

/RFDO�7UDQVSRUW�3ODQ�*XLGDQFH�3DUW����$QQH[�&�LQFOXGHV�ORFDO�DFFHVV�IRUXPV��/$)V��DV�VWDNHKROGHUV�� 
Authorities should consider their involvement at the outset of the LTP/ ROWIP plan preparation/review 

and encourage LAF input throughout. Whilst LAFs have a statutory duty to advise local authorities 

on rights of way and access issues, it is good practice to consult the LAF in LTP development and 

implementation, particularly on ROWIP/LTP integration matters. Support and encouragement for a 

proactive LAF can make a positive difference in helping to deliver sustainable transport objectives. 

Annex 1 Transport and rights of way national indicators for local area agreements 

Transport 

1,����3HRSOH�NLOOHG�RU�VHULRXVO\�LQMXUHG�LQ�URDG�WUDI¿F�DFFLGHQWV� 
1,����&KLOGUHQ�NLOOHG�RU�VHULRXVO\�LQMXUHG�LQ�URDG�WUDI¿F�DFFLGHQWV� 
NI 167 Congestion – average journey time per mile during the morning peak 

NI 168 Principal roads where maintenance should be considered 

NI 169 Non-principal roads where maintenance should be considered 

NI 175 Access to services and facilities by public transport, walking and cycling 

1,�����:RUNLQJ�DJH�SHRSOH�ZLWK�DFFHVV�WR�HPSOR\PHQW�E\�SXEOLF�WUDQVSRUW��DQG�RWKHU�VSHFL¿HG�PRGHV�� 
NI 177 Local bus passenger journeys originating in the authority area 

NI 178 Bus services running on time 

Outcome - Environmental sustainability 

NI 198 Children travelling to school – mode of travel usually used 

Rights of way 

The following national indicators related to rights of way can also help deliver transport indicators 

NI 5 Overall/general satisfaction with local area 

NI 8 Adult participation in sport 

NI 55 Obesity among primary school age children in Reception Year 

NI 56 Obesity among primary school age children in Year 6 

NI 57 Children and young people’s participation in high quality PE and sport 

NI 110 Young people’s participation in positive activities 

NI 175 Access to services and facilities by public transport, walking and cycling 

NI 186 Per capita reduction in CO2 emissions in LA area 

NI 198 Children travelling to school- mode of travel usually used 

NI 199 Children and young people’s satisfaction with parks 
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