Questions asked by prospective carers

I don’t have any children, could I still be a carer?
Yes. Whether you have experience of bringing up
children or not, you may have other experiences that
will make you a good carer, for example you may
have:
•C
 ared for the children of family or friends
•E
 xperienced separation from or the loss of people
important to you, common feelings for children
coming into foster care
•A
 responsibility for health and safety at work
•E
 xperienced bullying, intimidation or exclusion at
school or work and so be able to support a child in
a similar situation
• Worked with children in a voluntary or paid capacity
How should I prepare for assessment?
Our aim is to help you discover your strengths so
think about your life experiences, your own memories
of being parented and your relationships with
siblings, and other family members. Consider also
the knowledge you have gained in the workplace,
or as a member of an organisation or club or from
hobbies and interests.

The sort of areas we might explore are:
• Examples of you interacting with children, caring for,
playing with, explaining to, or instructing a child,
either your own or someone else’s, or where you
have shown an ability to work with a young person
or their family in an open minded way
• Providing a safe and caring environment to keep
children safe from harm or abuse
• Working as part of a team and working or
communicating with professionals.
• How you have used or shared your experiences
with others or how you have learned from others
and have been willing to take on new ideas
How will I be matched to a child or family?
When a request for foster care is received, we
consider the support needs of the child and the
abilities of any carers so that a tentative match can
be made.
Our social workers will talk to you and your family
about the child, their family and their needs. We
will show the child a pictorial profile of you and your
home to help them prepare to meet you and your
family. If the child, the family and you agree, an initial
introduction can then be made.

www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/fostering

Can fostered children see their family?
Regardless of the circumstances, their parents are
still very important to children who are fostered.
Usually, they will want to see each other and so
foster carers, social workers and parents will work
closely together to do what’s best for the children
and arrange suitable contact plans. Parents may
come to see their children at your home but only if
you have agreed this as part of the child’s care plan.
Contact usually takes place at a venue, often a
Family Centre.
What about insurance?
You need to contact your household and car
insurance companies and let them know when you
become an approved foster carer. It is an expectation
that you will have fully comprehensive car insurance
and that your allowance will cover the cost of this.
Will our foster child go to my child’s school?
To avoid unnecessary change and anxiety, we try
to ensure that foster children can go to the same
school they have been used to. It is possible that
you may need to make changes to your school travel
arrangements.
If a child is staying with you for a long time, then it
may be best for the child to change to a school close
to where you are living. We can help you to plan for
this change.
Where will children sleep?
During assessment, your accommodation is
assessed to make sure that the dedicated bedroom
you have is safe for a child. Other than that, what
you have to offer will be matched to the needs of the
children placed with you.

Do I have to have training?
Being a carer means more than just being a caring
person. We will require you to undertake regular
learning and continue to develop your knowledge
and skills in caring for children, mainly to ensure you
are up to date. Many carers attend training events
on lifestyle issues which often help them to become
better carers. There is also a variety of helpful
training available online.
Do I need to buy equipment for children with
special needs?
No. Generally we will be able to provide you with any
necessary equipment such as stair gates, buggies,
cots, hoists, etc.
Can we stay in touch with children we foster?
Yes, but only if it is seen to be in the best interests of
the child.
How much support can I expect from the Family
Placement Team?
You will be allocated a supervising social worker as
long as you are a foster carer.
You can contact your supervising social worker at
any time although he or she will visit you once a
month for formal visits to see how you are doing, if
your circumstances have changed or what training or
other support needs you might have.
You may also contact the Family Placement Team
duty worker, there is always someone available to
assist you 24 hours a day. We will also put you in
touch with other Bracknell Forest foster carers for
informal support.

Additional questions you may have? Please write down here and ask us.
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