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Disclaimer

This report is produced for the sole benefit of
Bracknell Forest Borough Council for the
purpose of carrying out the Strategic Flood Risk
Assessment of Bracknell Forest Borough and is
based upon the information received outlined in
Section 2 of this report.

Any disclosure of this report to a third party is
subject to this disclaimer. The report was
prepared by Entec at the instruction of, and for
use by Bracknell Forest Borough Council. It
does not in any way constitute advice to any
third party who is able to access it by any
means. Neither Entec nor Bracknell Forest
Borough Council make any representation or
warranty to any third party as to the accuracy,
completeness or suitability for any purpose of
the information contained herein and hereby
excludes to the fullest extent lawfully permitted
all liability whatsoever for any loss or damage
howsoever arising from reliance on the contents
of this report. We do not however exclude our
liability (if any) for personal injury or death
resulting from our negligence, for fraud or any
other matter in relation to which we cannot
legally exclude liability.
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1 First Draft July 2006
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Executive Summary

Context

Bracknell Forest Borough Council is in the process of developing its Local Development
Framework (LDF) with a view to planning for the future development needs of the Borough.
These needs are driven by strategic plans which have specified a need for an additional 11,139
new dwellings in the period 2006 to 2026. The Council is restricted in the areas available for
major housing development in the Borough, the local plan has attempted to identify those areas
which provide the most sustainable solution, in terms of traffic, amenity impacts and the
environment.

Entec was commissioned in 2006 to undertake a Strategic Flood Risk Assessment (SFRA) of
Bracknell Forest Borough. The key objective of the Bracknell Forest SFRA is to inform the
LDF with respect to local flood risk issues and the location of future development in Bracknell
Forest. The study provides an analysis of the main sources of flood risk in Bracknell Forest,
together with a means of testing the proposed development sites with a view to highlighting
areas where certain landuse types would be unsuitable.

The flood risk in the Borough is relatively low by comparison to neighbouring boroughs and the
SFRA has taken an approach appropriate to the needs of the borough by collating and
understanding flood risk data, but not providing any additional data.

SFRA Process

A sequential, risk-based approach to assessing development and flood risk has been undertaken,
in line with the guidance outlined in the consultation draft of PPS 25 Development and Flood
Risk (which clarifies, and will soon replace, PPG 25). The PPS 25 Sequential Test has been
applied to all potential sources of flood risk based on a range of both local and broad-scale
information relating to flood risk.

The overriding aim of the PPS 25 Sequential Test is to steer all new development to areas of
lowest flood risk. It is primarily based on the Environment Agency flood zones, which
delineate areas by their level of risk due to river flooding. The extent of flooding on possible
development sites is limited, although there are areas that are affected and appropriate land uses
have been proposed. Secondary sources of flooding have also been considered including
overland flow, structural blockages and sewer flooding.

Climate change could have a large impact on the Borough. There are several stormwater
attenuation ponds in the borough that have been built to a 1 in 25 year standard of protection,
which along with the sewer network will potentially flood more frequently due to the effects of
climate change.

Conclusions and Recommendations

This SFRA has developed an approach commensurate with the specific needs of Bracknell
Forest in accordance with the PPS 25 Sequential Test. The process developed for this study,
together with the information on flood risk provided, should inform local development planning
and provide a firm basis for requesting detailed Flood Risk Assessments.
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The results of the Bracknell Forest SFRA should be used to inform the LDF which needs to be
in place by 2007. Provisions should be made for updating the SFRA outputs on a regular basis,
particularly where new information on flood risk and climate change becomes available or
before the LDF is due for revision. In addition, the Bracknell Forest SFRA is based on policy
contained within the consultation draft of the emerging PPS 25. It is recommended that the
SFRA be revisited when the final PPS 25 is issued to ensure consistency with the final planning
policy (although the main principles are unlikely to change).
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