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Celebrating The Queen’s Platinum
Jubilee in Bracknell Forest
Bracknell Forest will be awash
with celebration and cheer this
summer, as the borough reflects
on 70 years of Her Majesty The
Queen’s reign.
There is a bumper schedule of
events across the borough taking
place in late May and early June,
including a special proms at The
Lexicon, a food and music festival at
South Hill Park, local street parties
and barbecues and a spectacular
community history film.
The borough council, parish and
town councils, The Lexicon and
South Hill Park have all been busy
preparing events and activities to
celebrate the once in a lifetime
occasion. Activities will be added
to our special webpage at: www.
bracknell-forest.gov.uk/jubilee but
the current list includes:
• The Lexicon Proms, Wednesday, 1
June (see page 6 for details).
• A food and music festival at South
Hill Park, Friday, 3 to Sunday, 5
June. The event will also include
an arts and crafts activity tent
on the Saturday and Sunday featuring performers and story
tellers.
• Crowthorne Carnival (2 to 10
July) will this year have the theme
‘The Platinum Years, Monarchy
Music and Mayhem’. The carnival
procession will run on 2 July along
Duke’s Ride and High Street, after
which a fete will take place at the
Morgan Recreation Ground. Other
activities, competitions and events
will take place throughout the
week, with the carnival finishing
with a service at St John The
Baptist Church on 10 July.

• A Platinum Jubilee art competition
organised by Crowthorne Parish
Council. Classes for both children
and adults have been sponsored
by Daler-Rowney, with prizes
of up to £150. The deadline
for entries is 3 May. Winning
artwork will be displayed in a
celebratory exhibition hosted at
Crowthorne Library between 26
May and 9 June. For details and
an application form, visit: www.
crowthorne-pc.gov.uk.
In addition, a community history
film will be screened over the jubilee
weekend (3 to 5 June) – this exciting
project has been commissioned
by the borough council to capture
Bracknell Forest residents’ memories
and reflections of The Queen’s reign,
her visits to the borough and the
commonwealth. It will be available
to view in The Lexicon, as well as
online. If you would like share your
reflections as part of the film, email:
comms@bracknell-forest.gov.uk.
A host of events will also take
place in Bracknell Forest libraries,
including:
• A Jubilee Poetry session led
by the author Clare Bevan on
Monday, 23 May at 2pm, at
Bracknell Library.
• A special Jubilee Tots’ Time for
children at Sandhurst Library on
Thursday, 26 May at 2.15pm.
• A royal story time and crafts event
where children aged under 8 can
make crowns and soldiers at
Bracknell Library, on Thursday, 26
May at 4.30pm.
• A talk by SJ Bennett, author of
The Windsor Knot, on Friday,
27 May at 5.30pm at Bracknell
Library.

What’s inside

• A creative writing workshop for
children aged 7-12 years, with
local author Eloise de Sousa, on
Saturday, 28 May at 10.30am.
• A royal quiz for children aged
7-12 years, at Bracknell Library on
Thursday, 9 June at 4.30pm.
• A special photographic exhibition
of Bracknell Forest throughout
The Queen’s reign, in association
with the Bracknell Forest Society,
will also be held to celebrate
the jubilee – keep an eye on the
jubilee webpages for details.
Beacons will also be lit in Bracknell
town centre, Warfield and Binfield
on Thursday, 2 June as part of the
national celebration.
Commemorative trees have been
planted in Crowthorne (Circle Hill),
Warfield (Cabbage Hill), Winkfield (70
cherry trees to represent 70 years),
Bracknell town centre (Bond Square)
and Sandhurst (Memorial Park) as
part of The Queen’s Green Canopy
national initiative, which invites
people to plant a tree for the jubilee.
Residents who wish to host their
own events at home or with their
neighbours, can take inspiration
from: www.royal.uk/platinum-jubileecentral-weekend, which provides
ideas on the Big Jubilee Lunch and
street parties, as well as national
events.
If you are organising a street party,
please do let us know before Friday,
29 April, so we can help with any
road closure arrangements (see page
5 for details).

Bracknell Forest welcomes
people under Homes for
Ukraine scheme
See page 3

Bumper year of events at
The Lexicon
See page 6

Fostering in your community
See page 7

One year of food waste
recycling
See page 14
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Award
winning care
homes

Our dementia specialists support each
resident to live life independently. At
Bickerton House care home we offer
exceptional care and we’re here to help
you and your family at every step of
the journey.
If you’re considering care, call Jo on
01344 981582 or email
jo.anderson@careuk.com

Trusted to care.
Bickerton House care home
Bracknell
careuk.com/bickerton-house

Rated

10

out of 10 on
carehome.co.uk
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Hello and welcome
to the spring edition
of Town & Country.

Spring brings new beginnings, we can
enjoy extra daylight hours, warmer
temperatures, flowers blooming and birds
singing. Whilst we can be thankful for
the arrival of spring, it feels wrong not to
acknowledge what is going on in the world.
It’s okay to be feeling a mix of emotions,
including being heartbroken for the state of
the world, guilt for carrying on with your life
as normal and overwhelmed from feeling it
all at once. It’s a lot to cope with, especially
after the past two years.
While we are not yet at the end of the
pandemic, it does feel that the end is within
reach, and we are seeing signs that we are
getting back to normality.
The Government has removed the
remaining COVID-19 domestic restrictions
in England. However, learning to live with
COVID-19 does not mean ignoring it. Even
though the requirements are no longer
there, I encourage you to take steps to
reduce the risk of catching and spreading
it, especially as the virus doesn’t take
note of rules and regulations. We should
continue to get vaccinated when eligible,
wash our hands regularly and ventilate
rooms when we meet indoors.
After a tough two years, some people are
more confident than others about returning
to normal activities. Some may feel
anxious. Please be kind to others, helping
each other to feel safe and supported
and respect individual choices. If you see
someone wearing a mask, ask if they would
like you to put one on. Please do continue
to check on your vulnerable friends and
neighbours.
We have lots of exciting events and
activities planned for the coming months at
The Lexicon and to celebrate The Queen’s
Platinum Jubilee weekend. I encourage
you to check on social media for details of
street parties and other local celebrations.
Take care and I hope to see you at events
in the spring and summer.
Cllr Paul Bettison OBE
Leader of Bracknell Forest Council

Bracknell Forest to help more than 90
people under Homes for Ukraine scheme
At least 90 people, which will include 34
children, are arriving in Bracknell Forest
under the Homes for Ukraine scheme, with
the borough council ready to provide support
and help all individuals to settle in the area.
At the beginning of April, the first arrivals
were welcomed by their host under the
scheme, as well as a Bracknell Forest Council
family link worker.
The system allows for individuals, charities,
community groups and businesses in the UK
to bring Ukrainians to safety – including those
with no family ties to the UK.
To help people settle into the borough, the
council is working with various charity and
voluntary sector organisations, to ensure they
have access to health care, education and
employment opportunities. There is also work
going on to ensure the Ukrainian guests have
the emotional support they need, as well as
adequate and appropriate supplies.
The council is also carrying out
accommodation and safeguarding checks to
ensure everyone’s welfare.
Preparation work has included:
•

Processing and providing a £200
emergency payment – this will enable
Ukrainian guests to purchase essential
food, clothing and hygiene supplies on
arrival.

•

Setting up a family link worker scheme
to support guests and hosts – the link
worker will provide support on arrival and
at regular intervals.

•

Providing practical information in the form
of a welcome pack for guests on how
to access essential services quickly and
efficiently, for example health services
and applying for a school place. This will
be made available in both English and
Ukrainian.

•

Working with health organisations to
identify and sign post to trauma and
mental healthcare services.

•

Processing and providing the £350
payment for hosts as identified under the
Homes for Ukraine scheme.

A number of Ukrainian people are also
arriving in the borough to live with their family
under the Ukraine Family Visa scheme. The
council has prepared information to help
support these people and their families,
including advice on how to obtain benefits,
school places, healthcare, education,
employment and what to do if there is overcrowding.

olegda88/iStock/Getty Images Plus via Getty Images

Leader’s
welcome
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Cllr Paul Bettison OBE, Leader of Bracknell
Forest Council, said: “For the past couple
of weeks we have been busy preparing for
Ukrainian people to settle in Bracknell Forest,
as they escape the ongoing invasion of their
homeland by the Russian leadership.
“Alongside the voluntary, community and
faith sector, we have a whole host of support
available to help welcome people to the
borough, including emotional, financial and
practical advice. We’ve also been working
with our local Ukrainian and Russian
communities to see how we can support
them – this offer of support will remain open
indefinitely.
“I’m incredibly proud of the outpouring of
support for those affected by the invasion of
Ukraine and I am sure that our community
will be equally as welcoming to our new
Ukrainian guests, once they arrive.”
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Quick links
Keep these links handy (or bookmarked in your internet browser)
to find everyday and useful information you might need from us.
Community groups, organisations and events in your area https://helpyourself.bracknell-forest.gov.uk
Council tax enquiries - www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/council-tax
Refuse and recycling collections www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/bins-and-recycling
Brown bins - www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/bins-and-recycling/garden-waste
Leisure facilities - www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/leisure-services
Jobs - www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/jobs
e+ account - www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/e-plus-card

Find out about self-service accounts:

www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/help/my-account-help

Get our news direct to your inbox!
@bracknellforestcouncil
@bracknellforest
Bracknell Forest Council
@bracknellforest

Did you know that we produce a fortnightly newsletter
called Town & Country Extra? It includes short snippets
of our news and information every two weeks, we also
use it to alert residents to emergency situations. You
can also sign up for our monthly events newsletter
called Discover Bracknell Forest. Sign up for free at
https://bit.ly/BFCUpdates.
If you have a community event you’d like us to include
for free, email: comms@bracknell-forest.gov.uk.

About Town & Country
Town & Country is published by Bracknell Forest Council.
It is printed on environmentally-friendly paper.
Town & Country is delivered to more than 50,000 households in the borough and is also available
on our website: www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk.
A summary of Town & Country can be made available in large print, in Braille or on audio cassette.
Copies in other languages may also be obtained.
Editorial: comms@bracknell-forest.gov.uk
General council enquiries: www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk
Email: customer.services@bracknell-forest.gov.uk
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Road closure charges waived for Jubilee
Bracknell Forest Council is
making it easier to celebrate Her
Majesty The Queen’s Platinum
Jubilee by waiving fees for road
closures, so street parties and
festivities can take place as
easily, safely and cost-effectively
as possible.
As well as hosting and contributing to
several events across the borough, the
council is waiving fees for road closures
for residents wishing to host a street
party during the Jubilee weekend (2 to 5
June). Applications should be made via
the council’s website before the end of
Friday, 29 April at: https://bit.ly/jubileeroad-closures.
susandaniels/iStock/Getty Images Plus via Getty Images

Working on our climate change strategy
Waste and recycling success

Travelling around the borough

The borough is now one year on from the
launch of the food waste recycling service.
The past year has seen residents recycle over
6,000 tonnes of food waste. This has all been
used to generate electricity that’s fed back
to the national grid and to create fertiliser
for local crops. Alongside this, the change in
refuse collections to once every three weeks,
means we are now sending less waste to
landfill and we have increased our recycling
rates to above the Government target of 50
per cent.

The council’s walking and cycling survey has taken place to collect
suggested improvements that can be made to walking and cycling
routes across the borough. These results will now be used to shape
the priorities for the coming years. The Highways and Transport
Capital Programme has been approved, which will see improvement
work take place, including:
• installation of 32 electric vehicle charge points
• improvements to footpaths and cycleways
• greater road capacity and residential parking areas

Cleaner air

Mukhina1/iStock/Getty Images Plus via Getty Images

Primary schools across Bracknell Forest have taken part in an awareness campaign to help
reduce dangerous emissions from idling cars.
Pupils from local schools were asked to design a car bumper sticker to encourage residents
to switch off their engines when appropriate, saving emissions from idling.
The winning design was created by a Year Six pupil from Ascot Heath Primary School and
will be available for residents to display. To obtain a copy of the bumper sticker, please
email: ehadvice@westberks.gov.uk.
The council has been working with the Public Protection Partnership (PPP) to educate
schools, businesses, and the local community to reduce the impact of air pollution on
people’s health.
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The council supports a bumper year of events at The Lexicon
Hopefully, many of you were able to visit the
spectacular Forest Springs event in early
April.
It was a real coup for the borough to host
the world premiere of the art installation ‘As
Water Falls’ and the town centre looked very
different as it was transformed with watery
art and activities.
Looking forward, here is your teaser of
upcoming events so you can put these dates
in your diary.
Sunday, 15 May: The Lexicon Bracknell
Half Marathon 2022
Starting and finishing within The Lexicon,
the half marathon is always a popular event,
both for runners and supporters on the
course. Hundreds of runners will be taking
part, with hundreds more lining the streets
to cheer them on. There’s still time to enter:
www.everyoneactive.com/news/the-lexiconbracknell-half-marathon.
Wednesday, 1 to Saturday, 5 June: The
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee
The Lexicon will be resplendent in red,
white and blue during The Queen’s Platinum
Jubilee. Braccan Walk North will be adorned
with special banners and the steps in Bond

Living with COVID-19
From Thursday, 24 February, the
Government changes to COVID-19
restrictions began.
In practice, this meant that the legal
requirement to self-isolate ended and the ‘living
with COVID-19’ phase began. Although you
may see many services return to a businessas-usual approach, it is important to remember
that living with COVID-19 is not the same as
ignoring it, and there are measures we can all
take to keep each other safe.
Although self-isolation rules have now been
removed, anyone who has symptoms or has
tested positive for COVID-19 is still advised
to stay at home and avoid contact with other
people. It is just one of a number of ways we
can protect each another.
These include:
• getting jabs and boosters
• wearing a face covering when in crowded
places
• washing your hands regularly
• keeping rooms well ventilated when
meeting others indoors
• respecting other people's choices
Keeping each other safe means keeping
Bracknell Forest moving and, more importantly,
ensures a healthier and happier place to live.

Square will also reflect this historic event.
To kick-off the celebrations, a special version
of The Lexicon Proms will take place on
Wednesday, 1 June.
We have lots more planned for this special
event, so follow The Lexicon and the council
on social media for more details.
Thursday, 25 August to Sunday, 4
September: Bracknell Forest Giants
return!
Yes, they’re back but bigger and better than
ever. Having proved so popular last summer,
the giants will be back in town.
Wednesday, 7 September: The Lexicon’s
fifth birthday
Can you believe that it has been five years
since The Lexicon first opened its doors?
There will be plenty of surprises, and cake,
in the town centre on this day, so make sure
you plan in a visit.
Cllr Marc Brunel-Walker, executive member
for economic development and regeneration
said: “We have worked hard in collaboration
with The Lexicon to ensure there is a huge
variety of activities in the town centre this
year.
“We are determined to show that Bracknell

FO RE ST
SP RIN GS
6-16 April 2022
A celebration of water
the liquid wonder.
Join us as we discover
premiere of ‘As Water
There will be the world
experience, plus a
Falls’, a unique interactive
watercolour and yoga
host of activities from
water bubbles and
workshops, to raindrops,
artistic installations.

#BracknellForestSp
forestsprings.com

rings

apply.
purposes only. T&Cs
Image for illustration

Forest is a contender regionally, not only as a
retail centre but also as an incredible place to
live, work and play.”
Rob Morris, general manager at The Lexicon
said: “This year, we have been able to create
a varied array of events with something for
everyone to enjoy. We look forward to seeing
many of you at The Lexicon over the coming
months.”
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The inside view of fostering in your community

There are over 50 households
which foster for Bracknell Forest
Council, providing stability and
care to children who need it most.
These carers are passionate about
making a difference to young
people’s lives with the support
of Bracknell Forest Council and,
importantly, of each other. We
spoke to Paul
Adams, chair
of the council’s
fostering
association,
to understand
more about
what that
support looks
like.
How do foster carers support
each another?
When you become a foster carer
with Bracknell Forest Council,
you join quite a small and unique
family where supporting each other
comes naturally. I don’t think there
has ever been a time when I have
asked another foster carer for
support and they’ve not done all
they can to help. The willingness
to support is a very special part
of fostering and is not always the
same with non-local authority
fostering.
How are you supported by
Bracknell Forest Council?
The support available comes in
many different ways. The fostering

service at Bracknell Forest Council
will always consider how they can
help with any requests, and they
offer any support they can at that
time. Sometimes, it is just being
able to talk with your supervising
social worker in a moment of
difficulty, or taking some time out
to have a coffee with other foster
carers.
One of the biggest challenges as a
foster carer is having the courage
to ask for help and recognise
the difference it can make. I
have been a foster carer for over
10 years now and without the
additional support provided for my
direct family, as well as the three
wonderful foster children, we may
not have achieved all that we are
proud of.
Can you give an example of
when the support has made a
real difference to you or a young
person in your care?
My family currently has a
placement of three children who
have been with us for three and a
half years. A lovely adoptive family
has now been found for them and
a transition is being put in place
for them to move to their forever
family. This is a very emotional
time, encapsulating both trauma,
grief and attachment issues for
the foster children and our family.
We have found the support
of Bracknell Forest Council’s
psychologist invaluable in making
this a success.
What happens in an emergency
and who helps?
For out-of-hours emergencies,
there is always a number you can
call to get experienced help and
guidance, if you need it. In a lot of
cases, because of the training you
get as a foster carer, you know
what you need to do.

How did the pandemic affect the
support available for fostering
and foster carers?
The pandemic was a difficult time
for many. As a foster family, the
requirement to allow access to
the children’s biological family
was a challenge, primarily due
to the risk of bringing COVID-19
into the foster family household.
The council recognised this risk
and really worked hard to put
in dynamic risk assessments,
creating an open dialogue with
foster families to try and keep
everyone safe. The safety of all
concerned was the priority and
there was always someone to
contact who listened to your
concerns.
How are prospective carers
supported when they apply to be
a foster carer?
In my view, there has been a
significant improvement in the past
few years in the level of support
prospective foster carers receive,
which includes training and advice
from a dedicated assessing social
worker.

Increasing the number of new
foster carers is a priority, as this
would ease the pressure on current
foster families and help to deal
with the ever-increasing number of
children coming into care.
What is your message to others
you meet?
You can’t help everyone, but
everyone can help someone. That
is why I would say to anyone who
has ever considered becoming a
foster carer, go for it, try it, you
could find it changes your life and
the life of a young person.
The council continues to need
foster carers for children of all
ages, but especially for children
aged 11 years old and over. This
is so young people can be placed
locally where they are likely to
achieve the best outcomes and
remain in the same schools.
Financial support is available,
as well as extensive training
and continued support from
professionals, including social
workers, family workers, therapists
and specialist adolescent workers.

Join our fostering community
More safe and loving homes are needed to help prevent Bracknell
Forest’s most vulnerable children having to move out of the area.
Do you have the following?
• a spare bedroom
• some experience of caring for, parenting or working with children
• time to devote to a child
• a caring and empathetic nature

Foster Care Fortnight 2022

If the answer is yes, why not consider helping change children’s lives?

From Monday, 9 May to Sunday, 22 May, Bracknell Forest Council
will be supporting Foster Care Fortnight 2022, which is the Fostering
Network’s annual campaign to raise awareness of fostering. Our
fostering service will be hosting some events in line with the theme
‘fostering communities’, where you can meet and find out more from
the people who foster.

Following an assessment process and approval, we offer:
• up to £475 per week, per child fostered
• choice of placements from a few days to long-term
• support from an experienced supervising social worker
• specialist training and 24 hour telephone support
• many benefits and discounts including free access to Coral Reef and local
leisure centres

If you are interested in finding out more about fostering,
visit: www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/fostering or
email: fostering@bracknell-forest.gov.uk. You can also follow
Bracknell Forest Fostering on Facebook by searching @BFFostering, for
details of upcoming events.

For more details, please complete our online enquiry form at:
www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/fostering
Follow us on Facebook: www.facebook.co.uk/BFFostering

Register for a self-service account: www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/selfservice

Getting to know
Forestcare
Forestcare is the council’s year-round 24/7
emergency response control centre. It
provides a range of services, both within the
borough and to external agencies.
Forestcare has a range of responsibilities,
including installing and monitoring assistive
technology in people’s homes to keep them
safe and secure. This includes the Pocket
Pal device, which enables people to leave
their home whilst still providing the security of
knowing that Forestcare is just the push of a
button away.
Forestcare also provides and installs key
safes on the outside of buildings to ensure
access to a property can be granted.
Additionally, it also offers a Care Call Service
to offer reassurance to individuals, as well as
providing appointment reminders to those
who may need it.
Forestcare’s responder service provides
emergency personal care to individuals in
their own home. This service includes the
use of a Raizer lifting chair, if required. It also
provides a key holder service for commercial
partners, such as libraries, schools and

private businesses, to respond out-of-hours
if a fire or intruder alarm is activated on their
premises. When other council services are
closed, all incoming calls are re-directed to
Forestcare. This includes weekdays between
5pm and 9am, weekends and bank holidays.
The Forestcare team has 35 members.
This comprises of the management team,
emergency response officers, assessment
and advice officers, and the business
support team. The team has recently moved
office and is now located at Waterside Park.
Forestcare also provides services to external
organisations, including other local councils
and several charities, including the provision
of a lone worker monitoring service, which
uses the Pocket Pal device. It also monitors
sheltered housing schemes when staff are
not on site. This includes making welfare
calls on behalf of council partners, to check
residents are safe during weekends and bank
holidays.
Due to the nature of the work, there is no
average day at Forestcare and calls received
can vary from requests from customers and
corporate partners, to emergency situations
which require immediate attention. The time
of the year and weather can greatly affect the
issues arising.

Sign up for council
job alerts

PeopleImages/iStock/Getty Images Plus via Getty Images
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The Forestcare team has had a number of
ongoing and one-off successes. They were
awarded Bracknell Forest Council Team
of the Year in 2019, and receive annual
accreditation from two governing bodies,
The Telecare Services Association (TSA) and
the Care Quality Commission (CQC). To find
out more about Forestcare, the services it
provides and how to get in touch, visit: www.
bracknell-forest.gov.uk/health-and-socialcare/forestcare.

monkeybusinessimages/iStock/Getty Images Plus via Getty Images

Make domestic cleaning
a chore of the past...
ContactContact
YourYour
Local
Offi
ce:
• •Want
Someone
Want Someone
YouYou
CanCan
Trust?Trust?
Local
Office:
•
No
Time
To
Clean?
Name
of
city
here
and
all
•
Vetted,
Uniformed
and
Insured
•
Vetted,
Uniformed
and
Insured
Staff Staff
Bracknell
and Ascot 01344 609097
Bracknell
& Ascot
surrounding areas
•
Too
Tired
From
Work?
•
Secure
Key
Holding
Facilities
01344 Maidenhead
609097 01628 439281
• Secure Key Holding Facilities
0124 567891
Someone
YouMonthly,
Can
Trust?
Reading
and Wokingham 01189 313186 • •Want
Fortnightly,
Monthly,
•Weekly,
Weekly,
Fortnightly,
Reading
& Wokingham
One-Off Cleaning
andand
Ironing
ServicesServices
• Uniformed
and
insured
Staff
Name
of
city
here
and
all
One-Off
Cleaning
Ironing
Windsor,
Eton
and
Slough
01753
709705
01189 313186
surrounding areas
•
100%
Reliable,
Flexible
Service
• 100% Reliable, Flexible Service
0124 567891

Independently owned and operated

Independently owned and operated
book
your clean
online
now
Or book Or
your
clean
online
now
at:at:

www.dailypoppins.co.uk
www.dailypoppins.co.uk

Quote AC2019
whenbook
you book
for 10%
your
firstclean
clean
Quote BL2022
when you
for 10%
off off
your
first

At Bracknell Forest Council, we're very proud of the work we
do and how we do it. We have a well-documented history of
achievements, making the borough a great place to live, and our
staff are part of what drives that success.
If you would like to find out more about our latest
jobs vacancies and opportunities, sign up to
our jobs newsletter via: myaccount.bracknellforest.gov.uk and select jobs under email
subscriptions.

“We poppin, so you can pop out”
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Bracknell Forest Council budget 2022/2023
How your
£1 is spent
Our budget proposals, including an agreed level of
council tax for 2022/3, were approved at the meeting of
full council on Thursday, 24 February.
Bracknell Forest has seen a council tax increase
of 4.49 per cent. Despite this increase, the council
tax level in Bracknell Forest remains in the bottom
10 per cent of all unitary authorities. This increase
equates to £1.21 per week for a band D council
tax payer.

identify £2.3m of savings without impacting on
frontline service delivery and will also be drawing
more than £1m from our reserves to help balance
the budget. However, our proposals do include
increasing council tax in line with government
assumptions.

Like many other local authorities, an increase in
council tax is needed to help ensure all frontline
services, in particular those supporting our most
vulnerable residents, continue to be maintained
and protected now and into the future. The
alternative would be to cut vital services, which
is simply not an option, particularly at the current
time when more people with increasingly complex
needs are dependent upon these services.

“We understand an increase in council tax is
never welcomed, and we don’t take the decision
lightly, however, it is often unavoidable due to the
financial pressures we, like other authorities in
the UK, face each year. Last year we managed to
keep bills well below the permitted increase that
most councils opted to use, but this year we have
to take steps to catch up. We have always had in
place a wide range of measures to help financially
vulnerable households. This year, we are
supporting those who are on the lowest incomes
specifically, by providing a £100 reduction on
their council tax bill.

The council does recognise that households are
already facing significant cost of living increases.
This year, a £100 council tax bill reduction will
be available to protect the most economically
vulnerable residents, amounting to an estimated
£320,000 overall. This will be funded from
Bracknell Forest Council’s resources and is
completely separate, and in addition to, other
government support that is being offered to
households in relation to their energy bills.
Cllr Peter Heydon, Executive Member for
Transformation and Finance, said: “Every year the
council faces financial pressures and challenges.
Inevitably the ongoing pandemic, together with
wider economic challenges, has impacted this
further. As always, we have worked hard to

“Bracknell Forest still has one of the lowest
council tax charges amongst all unitary authorities
in England and we have promised to maintain
this position. This budget does this and we
will continue to manage our finances well and
work within our means without overspending on
budgets. We will take this considered approach
through forward planning and sound financial
management, balancing the medium-term
sustainability of the council’s finances, while
helping the borough recover from the ongoing
impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic.”

£100 council tax bill
reduction for around
3,000 low income
households.

No reduction
to any council
services.

Bracknell Forest
council tax remains in
bottom 10 per cent of
all unitary authorities.

An increase of £1.21
per week for band D
properties.

Register for a My Account at: www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk
to manage your council tax online.

Adult Social
Care

35p

Children
and Families
Social Care

24p

Waste Management

8p

Support Services

7p

Early Help and
Early Years

6p

Planning and
Regeneration

5p

Other Services

4p

Debt Financing

4p

Highways
Maintenance

3p

Councillors and
Democracy

2p

Libraries

2p
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Have your say on Bracknell
Forest’s Community
Governance Review
Residents still have a few weeks left to have
their say on the Bracknell Forest Community
Governance Review (CGR), to determine if
the current parish and town council wards are
meeting the needs of the local community.
Bracknell Forest Council is required to carry
out this review before the next local election
in 2023 to make sure residents have the
right number of councillors, and the ward
boundaries support the local communities
they cover.
It has been nearly 20 years since parish and
town council boundaries were last reviewed
and there has been a lot of change in some
areas. The consultation closes on Sunday,
8 May, 2022, and there will be a second
consultation in the summer.
Residents, businesses, community groups
and town and parish councils can take part
in the consultation via the council’s website.
Alternatively, please fill in the Community

Governance Review form below. This can
then be cut out and dropped off at one of the
borough’s nine libraries, or the council’s Time
Square office, where there will be collection
boxes. Copies of this form are also available
next to the collection boxes, along with
supporting guidance.
The review focuses on future parish and town
council provision across Bracknell Forest,
to ensure residents have easy access to
democracy on their parish and town council
boundaries. This provides the opportunity
to make changes to governance at a parish
and town council level, including changing
parish areas by moving boundaries, merging
or creating parishes and town councils and
making changes to parish and town council
wards.
The goal of the review is to ensure parish and
town councils are working as effectively as
they should be. It also ensures they reflect
the identity and interests respective of their
local communities.
Cllr John Harrison, Executive Member for
Culture, Delivery and Public Protection, said:
“The review aims to ensure that people have

Community Governance Review form

easy access to democracy in their local area,
so they can have their say on things that
affect them within their community. Ensuring
greater community governance aims to
ensure greater community engagement and
local service delivery.”
Agreed changes will come into effect
following the May 2023 election. Keep an
eye on the council’s website for updates,
and please email any questions to: electoral.
reviews@bracknell-forest.gov.uk.

✁

Contact information

Which parish/town council area do you live in?

Name:

Consultation submission

If you wish for your name to remain
confidential, tick this box

We’re asking for your thoughts on parish and town council arrangements as they are
currently and what you may like to see changed. When making submissions, please
provide as much supporting evidence as possible. Please use a separate piece of paper if
necessary.
Please tell us what you think works well or what you like about the existing parish/
town arrangements and why.

Are you responding on behalf of an
organisation or as a member of the public?

Which organisation are you responding on
behalf of (if appropriate)?

Are there any changes you would like made to parish/town arrangements?
Resources (including maps) you may find useful to assist your submission to this question
can be found at: www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/community-governance-review and in the
review Terms of Reference.

Email address:

Contact number:

Your email address and contact number will
not be published, we only ask for it in the
event that we would like to contact you for
more information about your submission.

Do you have any further comments?

If you are proposing any parish/town boundary changes, insert a map or drawing.
If you would like to submit any additional supporting information, such as reports or any other
relevant documents, you can email these to: electoral.reviews@bracknell-forest.gov.uk.

Register for a self-service account: www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/selfservice

Community Learning at Bracknell
Open Learning Centre
Skip into summer with
Community Learning’s
range of courses for adults
at Bracknell Open Learning
Centre. Improve your wellbeing, computing, arts and
employability skills.

Visit: www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/community-learning
Phone: 01344 354220
Email: community.learning@bracknell-forest.gov.uk
By post: Bracknell Open Learning Centre, Rectory Lane, Bracknell, RG12 7GR
Follow us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/bracknelladultlearning
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Looking after your mental health
Anyone concerned about their mental health should speak to their
GP or existing care team or visit nhs.uk. Online self-referral options
are commonly available for some services, including children and
young people’s mental health services, and psychological therapies
services for adults with common mental health problems, such as
anxiety and depression. A national service finder for local, urgent
mental health telephone lines is now available on the nhs.uk website.
If you or someone you care for is experiencing a mental health crisis,
please contact a local health professional immediately. You can ask
your GP to refer you to the community mental health team. If you
need urgent help, but it’s not an emergency, you can contact the
mental health crisis team by:

Iryna Spodarenko/iStock/Getty Images Plus via Getty Images

Phone: 111 and ask to speak to the mental health
crisis team

Looking after your mental health is essential. If you feel you are
struggling with mental health issues, there is help available.

Phone: 0300 365 0300 or 0300 365 9999

The Every Mind Matters website (www.nhs.uk/every-mind-matters)
is available to everyone, with advice and practical steps that you can
take to support your wellbeing and manage your mental health.

In an emergency, please call 999.

Web: www.berkshirehealthcare.nhs.uk

Register for a self-service account: www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/selfservice
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A round up of our parks and countryside news
The signs are there at Lily Hill Park
Visitors can now enjoy new signs located throughout Lily Hill Park, after they were
officially unveiled in March.
There are 23 signs in total, each containing information about key points of interest
at the park. They consist of panels fitted onto wooden monoliths, which reflect the
natural character of the park. The signs are also fully accessible with braille for the
visually impaired, and a tactile wildlife-themed brass rubbing trail. The new facilities
were provided using local development money reserved for improvements to open
space and recreation facilities.
Find out more on our website: https://bit.ly/lily-hill-park-signs

Giving trees a boost
We have recently
worked with The
Travel Corporation,
to plant over 600 new
young trees at The
Parks open space in
Bracknell. The trees
were bought by the
local business to help
offset some of their
carbon emissions. It was a good opportunity for
staff to enjoy some fresh air and exercise and help
to improve the local environment. Trees are key part
of our borough’s character, and they contribute a
wide range of benefits including helping to mitigate
climate change.

Improving access

Response to Storm Eunice
The Parks and Countryside team worked as part of a coordinated council-wide
approach to respond to the impact of Storm Eunice in late February.
They ensured that any council owned trees affected by the storm were made safe
and public roads and footpaths were cleared as quickly and safely as possible. They
have since been completing more extensive work to fully tidy the affected areas.
To prepare for future storms, they recommend that privately owned trees should be
inspected regularly by a qualified arborist.

Our rangers have
carried out access
improvements to the
Swinley Park entrance
off New Forest Ride.
They have cut back
vegetation to the
entrance to open
it up and make it
more inviting. Path
improvements include
adding a small
footbridge, topping
its surface with stone,
and carrying out
surrounding drainage
work.
Bracknell Forest Council manages the land up to
the fence and The Crown Estate is responsible
for Swinley Park. The entrance forms part of the
Bracknell Forest Ramblers Route. This is a 26 mile/
41.8km circular walking trail around the borough.

Wild about local biodiversity

Further information about Bracknell Forest parks and countryside can be
found on our website: www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/parks

We have been monitoring local wildlife populations
in our parks and open spaces. We have recorded
15 harvest mice
nests at Shepherd
Meadows and 10 at
Frost Folly. We are
undertaking careful new
management to help to
maintain their meadow
and reedbed habitats.
Find out about some of
the findings from our
surveys on our wildlife
survey page:
https://www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/wildlife-survey
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One year of food waste recycling
Bracknell Forest’s food waste
recycling service continues to
grow, with approximately 90 per
cent of the borough’s households
participating since the launch in
March 2021.
Thanks to residents’ hard work, a year
on from the first round of collections,
over 6,031 tonnes of food waste have
been collected and recycled, that’s
around half the weight of the Eiffel
Tower! This monumental effort has
prevented the equivalent of 3,719
tonnes of Co2e from entering the
atmosphere.

Recycling up,
general waste
down
As well as introducing
the food waste recycling
service to houses across
the borough, the council
also reduced its general
waste collections to once
every three weeks, allowing
residents to make the most
of the recycling services on
offer.
As a result, across Bracknell
Forest, recycling rates have
improved from 43 per cent
pre-service changes, and
are now on track to be well
over 50 per cent for 2021/22.

Reducing food waste – what you can do to help

•

Make a list and plan your portions - before you shop, plan out your portions so you only buy
what you need. Make a list and take a shelfie, so you’ll know what you have at home while you’re
shopping.

•

Check your fridge temperature - turn the fridge down to 5°C or lower to keep your food fresher for
longer.

•

Use by and best before dates - ‘best before’ refers to quality: your food will be at its best before
the date given. After this date, it might not be at its best, but it will still be safe to eat. ‘Use by’
refers to safety: you must not eat food past the ‘use by’ date. You cannot always smell the
bacteria that causes food to spoil, so after the ‘use by’ date, the food may appear perfectly fine to
eat, but could still lead to food poisoning.

•

Be a freezer hero - freezing the food you haven’t had time to eat acts like a pause button, giving
you more time to eat the food you’ve bought.

•

Lots of people don’t realise it’s safe to freeze food right up to the use by date, and then defrost in
the fridge when you want it. In reality, you can freeze almost all foods (except those with a highwater content, like lettuce or cucumber).

Register for a self-service account: www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/selfservice
A message from Cllr Mrs Dorothy Hayes MBE,
Executive Member for Environment:

“This year has been a huge success in terms of waste
and recycling in Bracknell Forest, and I’d like to thank
our residents for all their hard work and commitment to
the cause, especially during these turbulent times.
“For those living in houses, this year was a huge
change. Adopting a new recycling service is no mean
feat, and our stats say it all. With over 6,000 tonnes of
food waste recycled in the past year, we are very much
on our way to becoming a greener borough.
“We are always striving for more, and we must now
look at reducing the amount of waste we create in the
first place. When it comes to food waste, making better
choices when shopping and only buying what we need
is a great place to start.
“We are also delighted to be able to welcome the food
waste recycling service to some flats in the borough
throughout the spring.
“Thank you again to everyone who is doing their best
to recycle more and waste less, let’s keep going and
make 2022 another year for great improvement.”

Caddy maintenance

There are some simple steps you can take to
keep your caddies clean and safe:
• To prevent your 23L outdoor
caddy going missing, we advise
that you number it using paint, a
permanent marker, or adhesive
numbers.
• Caddies should be washed
regularly to avoid bad smells
and unwanted pests.
• If you are struggling with too
much food waste for one
outdoor caddy, you can now
request an additional one
using our online form: www.
bracknell-forest.gov.uk/
request-larger-bin.

Collection dates to note
To allow our collection crews a well-deserved break over the upcoming bank holidays,
collections will be one day late from Monday, 18 April until Friday, 22 April and again
from Monday, 2 May until Sunday, 8 May. Friday collections during these dates will be
completed on a Saturday.
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What’s on
Would you like to meet new people? Do
you enjoy walking? Fancy stopping for
a coffee, a cup of tea or even a picnic?
Have you wanted to try a new activity,
such as Tai-Chi, but do not know
where to start? Then why not join the
Happiness Hub for a variety of walks and
other activities in May, to mark Mental
Health Week?
The Happiness Hub is a collaboration
of services offering mental health and
wellbeing advice. Partners, ranging
from the Bracknell Forest Community
Network to Sport in Mind, have come
together to support individuals aged
18 years and over living in Bracknell
Forest and surrounding areas; please
note, some services will cater to those
aged 17 years or over, so always worth
checking beforehand so you don’t miss
out.
The Happiness
Hub walks
are being held
in different
places across
Bracknell
Forest, offering
a wide range
of activities
to take in the natural beauty of the
borough, try new activities, and meet
new people. So, why not come along
and join us?

ronstik/iStock/Getty Images Plus via Getty Images

The Happiness Hub offers a week of activities

The following activities are
available:
Monday, 9 May
Peacock Farm, Peacock
Lane, Bracknell, RG12 8SS.
11am to 1pm
Lunch at 12 noon
Meeting point: Peacock
Farm car park

Wednesday, 11 May
The Look Out, Nine Mile
Ride, Bracknell, RG12 7QW.
10.30am to 1.30pm
Craft session starts at
11.30am
Lunch 12.30pm
Meeting Point: Outside main
Discovery Centre entrance

Tuesday, 10 May
Lily Hill Park, Lily Hill Road,
Bracknell, RG12 2RX.
12.30pm to 2.30pm
Picnic lunch at 1.30pm
Meeting point: Lily Hill North
car park

Thursday, 12 May
Sandhurst Memorial Park,
Yorktown Road, GU47 9BW.
2pm to 4pm
Teatime 3pm
Meeting Point: Sandhurst
Community Centre

Year of green corridors 2022
Year
o

Corridors of trees, shrubs, streams,
rivers and greenspaces provide safe
passage for wildlife and support our
mental and physical wellbeing.

en Co
e
r
r
fG
2022

ors
rid

Bracknell Forest Nature Partnership
will be running a series of events and
projects throughout 2022 to highlight
the value of green corridors for wildlife
and people.

Activities this spring include wildlife
surveys, pond dipping, nature walks
and conservation work.

Find out how to get involved at: www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/yogc.

Friday, 13 May
South Hill Park, Ringmead,
Bracknell, RG12 7PA.
11am to 3pm
Tai-Chi starts at 12 noon
Walk starts at 1.30pm
Meeting point for Tai-Chi:
Courtyard area near café
Meeting point for walk:
Wilde Theatre entrance
Follow us on social media for
all the details:
@Happinesshubberkshire
@berkshirehappinesshub

Get active in our
greenspace guided
walks
This year, our Parks and Countryside
service is running a programme of free
walks in our greenspaces to engage
residents in walking activities.
The walks are being funded by the
Capability Fund from the Department for
Transport. This supports local transport
authorities with producing cycling and
walking facilities and activities.
Residents will be able to sign up to these
guided walks, enjoy fresh air and exercise,
and make friends along the way.
Find out more at: www.bracknell-forest.
gov.uk/parks-and-countryside/events.

Register for a self-service account: www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/selfservice
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Care provider appointed to new Heathlands facility
Windsar Care, a care provider specialising in
supporting people living with dementia, has
been appointed to manage the residential
service within the new Bracknell Forest
Heathlands development when it opens this
spring.
The appointment follows a competitive
tendering process and will see Windsar Care
offering personalised care to people living
with dementia. The support will be tailored to
the individuals’ needs, interests and wishes
and provided by fully trained and dedicated
professionals, in a safe, relaxed and secure
environment.
The 66-bed specialist care facility is
anticipated to be fully operational in spring
2022. Windsar Care will manage 46-beds to
provide care for people living with dementia.
A further 20-bed intermediate care unit will
be operated by Frimley Health Foundation
Trust for people transitioning from hospital to
their home, or who may benefit from a short
stay to prevent them from being admitted to
hospital.
Cllr Dale Birch, Executive Member for Adult
Services, Health and Housing, said: “I am
very pleased that we will be welcoming

Windsar Care to Heathlands when it opens.
Bracknell Forest Council is a caring council,
and the support and attention Windsar Care
provides will ensure residents diagnosed
with dementia will receive the specialist care
and attention they need in a safe, clean and
professional environment.”
Mulkraj Ram, Operations Manager at Windsar
Care, said: “We are delighted to have been
appointed to provide our specialist care
services at Heathlands. We understand it’s
not just about providing physical care to
people, but also supporting them to get the
best from their lives.
“To achieve this, we employ highly skilled
and knowledgeable professionals to ensure
exceptionally high standards of care are
delivered in a friendly manner. To ensure
familiarity and consistency of care, each
person living with us at Heathlands will
have a dedicated member of staff as their
key worker to assist them in developing
and maintaining their social interests and
engaging in meaningful activities.”
Fiona Slevin-Brown, Frimley Clinical
Commissioning Group’s Executive
Managing Director for Bracknell Forest,

said: “Heathlands will further enable the
council and the local NHS to provide a full
range of enhanced care and support for our
community.”
The redevelopment of Heathlands has been
made possible through a partnership with
Bracknell Forest Council and Frimley CCG.

FORESTCARE

Emergency response telecare service 365 days a year

Forestcare provides a range of community-based response services including, the
installation and monitoring of telecare equipment, emergency homecare and care calls
Did you know that telecare can be used to provide a cost-effective alternative
to having a (live-in) carer on-site?
•
•

For instance, if an individual requiring support lives within
the family unit, a Care Assist device can be used to alert
family members if assistance is required.
A range of sensors are available which can be customised
into a package, based on the needs of the individual.
Sensors can either be programmed to a Care Assist device
or to a lifeline alarm, which will send any activated calls
through to the Forestcare Control Centre.

•
•

Telecare can enhance the feeling of independence for the
user, whilst still providing both a safety net (and peace of
mind for family and friends).
Once installed, a telecare package can give both the user
and their loved ones the reassurance that help is at hand,
24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

For more information on these and other services please contact us on:
T: 01344 786599
E: Forestcare.enquiries@bracknell-forest.gov.uk
W: www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/forestcare

Helping you stay safe and secure

SOS
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Planning permission to transform former bus depot
signals next step in regeneration
Plans to transform a derelict and unsightly piece of land into quality
homes and facilities, right in the heart of Bracknell town centre, have
been approved – marking another milestone in the full revitalisation of
the town centre.
The Bracknell Cambium Partnership, made up of Bracknell Forest
Council and mixed-tenure developer Countryside, has secured
planning permission to transform the old bus depot off Market Street
into 169 homes, of which 25 per cent will be affordable, as well as
commercial space, new trees and landscaping, car parking, new
footpaths and cycle routes.
This regeneration project will enable more individuals, couples and
families to live right in the heart of the town centre – with the shops,
restaurants and leisure facilities of The Lexicon and Bracknell bus and
train stations right on their doorstep.
The site will also include environmentally friendly features to help
reduce climate change, including solar panels, electric vehicle
charging points, AAA rated appliances in all homes, low-carbon
energy usage, 297 secure cycle spaces and a new cycle route along
Market Street.
Building work to transform the site is due to start this summer,
subject to final legal agreements.

Register for a self-service account: www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/selfservice
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Bracknell Forest
Lottery raises £75,000
for local groups

Since its launch in 2019, Bracknell Forest Lottery
has raised over £75,000 for the local community
and over £17,000 has been given away in prizes.
So far, more than 80 local groups have signed up
as part of a fun and effective way to raise funds
for their valued services and good causes in the
community.
Bracknell Forest Lottery is a free way for any local not-for-profit
groups, PTAs, sports clubs or other charities to fundraise in a
sustainable way.
All good causes and charities already signed up to the Bracknell
Forest Lottery were in with the chance of securing some funds,
as the 2019/20 and 2020/21 Bracknell Forest Lottery central
fund of £24,000 will be distributed.
The central fund has built up from direct lottery ticket sales,
as well as 10 per cent of all tickets purchased for a particular
good cause. Due to the pandemic, the 2019/20 fund was not
distributed so there are two years worth of funds to distribute.
Half of the fund, £12,000, will be shared between good causes
that have met the target of selling 20 tickets a week, which
they signed up to when joining the lottery. The other half will be
distributed as 12 small grants of £1,000. Terms and conditions
for central fund money will apply. A panel of councillors
will make the decision on which grant applications will be
successful.
The Bracknell Forest Lottery is a great way for local charities to
fundraise and for residents to support them. Keep an eye on the
council’s website to find out more about the good causes that
benefited and what they are going to do with the money.
To sign up or to buy tickets, go to:
www.bracknellforestlottery.co.uk
or call 01344 590321.

Weeks
to go
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The Mayor of Bracknell
Forest’s new challenge
The Mayor of Bracknell Forest, Cllr
Ash Merry, has launched an exciting
new initiative, ‘Challenge the Mayor’.
Local individuals, companies and
organisations within the borough are
invited to challenge the Mayor to take
part in a task or challenge, in exchange
for a donation to this year’s mayoral
charities, SSAFA Berkshire and The
British Forces’ Foundation.
The task can be anything from serving
behind the counter of a shop for an
hour, to being a quiz master at an
event, from acting as an usher at a
wedding, to singing in a choir, from personal shopping, to being a
guest at a special birthday - the list is endless, and all challenges
will be considered.
The Mayor, Cllr Ash Merry, said: “I am very much looking forward to
receiving a variety of challenges and working with a diverse range
of people, learning new skills and having fun in the process.”
If you have a challenge for the Mayor, please email: mayor@
bracknell-forest.gov.uk, with details of your challenge and how
much you would be willing to donate to the mayoral charities if
the Mayor accomplishes it. The deadline for challenges to be
completed is 18 May.
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Gritting season

Now that we have entered spring, our winter service plan is coming to an end and we can reflect
on the winter months.
This winter seems to have been slightly warmer and wetter than previous years with an insignificant
amount of snow. However, this doesn’t mean that our teams have been any less busy. Take a look at
our gritty facts below:
Temperatures fell
below 1 degree
Celsius on 56 days
across the winter
months, which
meant our gritting
trucks treated
primary roads 56
times.

749 tonnes of

salt were used.

Our primary gritting
network was
extended from
178km to 209km, as
we adjust to keep
traffic moving and
protect strategically
important locations.

Despite the ongoing
pandemic, our
contractor Ringway
managed to protect
our pool of gritter
drivers from
COVID-19. This
meant we didn’t
need to make any
compromises on
delivery of the winter
service.

All salt bins were
supplied and filled
well in advance of
any need to use
them and any refills
have been promptly
achieved.

Cllr Chris Turrell, Executive Member for Planning and Transport said: “While it has been yet another busy winter season for our highways
teams and contractors, we were gritting well in to April last year, so we’re not at the end of the season just yet. We will remain vigilant before
we set aside time to reflect fully on this year and re-plan for 2022/23 season.
“Our review will involve looking at the latest guidance and forecast technology to see if we can reduce the amount of salt needed, emissions
from vehicles and the number of gritting runs needed whilst still managing risk. This work will be done between May and September ready for
the next winter season starting in October.”

You can find more information about gritting, including interactive route maps and advice on how you can help
yourself and others during bad weather, by visiting: www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk and searching ‘gritting’.

21

Register for a self-service account: www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/selfservice

Positive ponderings from the pandemic
As we all adjust to living with COVID-19, let’s
spread some positivity. Now is the time to
reflect on the past two years and share positive
and inspirational stories or anecdotes from the
pandemic.
How have the past two years affected you, your
family and your daily life? What routines did you
change or adopt to fit in with the new world order?
Perhaps you made sure you had your vaccine so that
you can book that family holiday abroad with a bit
more security; or did you and your family choose to
test regularly, allowing you to safely visit vulnerable
loved ones? Did you have to spend a chilly afternoon
in your garden for a safe January birthday party?

jacoblund/iStock/Getty Images Plus via Getty Images

Whatever your circumstances, priorities or views, we
want to hear your story. It may be a funny anecdote
from when you got your jab, started a new lockdown
hobby, or it may be a more serious story that you
want us to sensitively share to help others make their
decision on vaccination.
If you are willing to go on camera for us, even better.
We look forward to putting together short video clips,
photos and written quotes that we can share. Please
email: comms@bracknell-forest.gov.uk and we can
add you to the Bracknell Forest story.

A World of Opportunity Awaits
at Yateley Manor

Your Child ● Their Journey ● Our Focus
01252 405500
Bracknell for Spring 2022.indd 1

admissions@yateleymanor.com

www.yateleymanor.com
03/03/2022 18:03:20
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Runners set for The Lexicon
Bracknell Half Marathon this May

23

Bracknell Forest Council
meetings Spring 2022

May
Thur 12 7.30pm Overview and Scrutiny 		
		 Commission
Mon 16 5.30pm Bracknell Town Centre
		
Regeneration Committee
Wed 18 7.30pm Council
Thur 19 6.30pm Planning Committee
Tue 24 5.00pm Executive
June
Thur 9 7.30pm Overview and Scrutiny 		
		 Commission
Tue 14 5.00pm Corporate Parenting 		
		
Advocacy Panel
Thu 16 6.30pm Planning Committee
Tue 21 5.00pm Executive
Wed 22 7.30pm Governance and Audit 		
		 Committee
Thur 23 7.30pm Licensing and Safety 		
		 Committee

The Lexicon Bracknell Half Marathon 2022
will take place on Sunday, 15 May, starting
at 8.45am. After two years of disruption,
runners can look forward to 13.1 miles,
taking in some of the sights of Bracknell
Forest, starting and finishing at The
Lexicon.
The course benefits from ample car
parking, accessible public transport, plenty
of activity for competitors post-completion,

and fantastic facilities at The Lexicon for
those cheering their friends and family on.
Entries are still open, though we would
advise only seasoned runners enter at this
late stage.
If you would like to enter, or simply find
out more about volunteering, facilities, or
cheering people on along the course, you
can visit The Everyone Active Bracknell Half
Marathon website.

Thank you to our schools
Cllr Dr Gareth Barnard, Executive Member for
Children, Young People and Learning, said:
“As we begin the summer term, Bracknell
Forest Council would like to thank school
leaders, teachers and all school staff for their
continued hard work, support and dedication
to the borough’s children and young people.
“Whilst returning pupils to a more normal
way of school life, you have helped organise
one of the biggest school vaccination
programmes in history and in turn, protected
the wellbeing and safety of your school
communities. This is no mean feat.
“I hope staff, students and families have all
had chance to relax over the Easter break
and enjoyed some much-deserved time off.
As we return to school for the summer term,
I’d like to reiterate that COVID-19 is still with
us and absences at school due to COVID-19
is an issue that our schools are still facing.
“Thank you again to our schools for all of
their perseverance and care when dealing
with staff and student absences. You have
often had to think fast, merge classes and
adapt learning to be able to provide the
best for your students and it hasn’t gone

unnoticed. All the
while maintaining a
high level of safety
and hygiene practices
around your sites to prevent further spread.
“I also wanted to extend my thanks to our
fabulous pupils and families in Bracknell
Forest for their ongoing patience and
kindness over the past few years. I know
it has been difficult for everyone in many
different ways and the way you have
supported your school communities has
been nothing short of amazing. Our pupils
have worked so hard, especially adapting to
changes in testing and vaccinations, whilst
juggling their schoolwork and extracurricular
activities, so well done to all.
“We are very lucky in Bracknell Forest to
have such a wonderful array of schools and
looking forward to the rest of the year, I hope
we can further settle in to our new normal
and continue to achieve amazing outcomes
for the borough’s children and young people.
“Good luck to those with mock exams in the
next few weeks and I wish you all the best of
luck for your end of year exams too.”

July
Thur 7 7.30pm Overview and Scrutiny 		
		 Commission
Mon 11 5.30pm Bracknell Town 		
		
Centre Regeneration 		
		 Committee
Wed 13 7.30pm Council
Tue 19 5.00pm Executive
Wed 20 7.30pm Governance and Audit 		
		 Committee
Thu 21 6.30pm Planning Committee
August
Thur 4 7.30pm Overview and Scrutiny 		
		 Commission
Thu 18 6.30pm Planning Committee
September
Thur 1 7.30pm Overview and Scrutiny 		
		 Commission
Mon 12 5.30pm Bracknell Town Centre
		
Regeneration Committee
Tue 13 5.00pm Corporate Parenting 		
		
Advocacy Panel
Wed 14 7.30pm Council
Thu 15 6.30pm Planning Committee
Tue 20 5.00pm Executive
Wed 21 7.30pm Governance and Audit 		
		 Committee
October
Thur 6 7.30pm Overview and Scrutiny 		
		 Commission
Thu 13 6.30pm Planning Committee
Tue 18 5.00pm Executive
Thur 20 7.30pm Licensing and Safety 		
		 Committee
November
Thur 3 7.30pm Overview and Scrutiny 		
		 Commission
Mon 7 5.30pm Bracknell Town Centre
		
Regeneration Committee
Thu 10 6.30pm Planning Committee
Tue 15 5.00pm Executive 		
Wed 30 7.30pm Council

Details correct at time
of going to press.
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Register for a self-service account: www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/selfservice

YOU CAN NOW
MIX IT UP

You no longer need to sort your empties by
colour, we will do it for you!
Scan & check information
in other languages

www.re3.org.uk

Recycle rigid
plastic items
at the
re3 sites!

re3recycling
re3recycling

