
Early Years Funding currently available (over 38 weeks per year - term time) 
and when to expect the changes to take effect.

Now

April 2024

September 2024

September 2025

3 - 4 years 2 years  9 - 23 months

All get 15 hours
OR

30 hours if eligible*

All get 15 hours
OR

30 hours if eligible*

All get 15 hours
OR

30 hours if eligible*

All get 15 hours
OR

30 hours if eligible*

15 hours if 
eligible**

  15 hours if eligible**
OR

15 hours if eligible*

  15 hours if eligible**
OR

15 hours if eligible*

  15 hours if eligible**
OR

30 hours if eligible*

None

None

15 hours if 
eligible*

30 hours if 
eligible*

** Funded childcare hours eligibility (2 year olds - economic & non economic claims)
•	 Parent/s in receipt of certain benefits (eg Income Support) details here:                              
www.gov.uk/help-with-childcare-costs/free-childcare-2-year-olds

•	 Child looked after by a local authority
•	 Child has education, health and care (EHC) plan
•	 Child receives Disability Living Allowance
•	 Child has left care under an adoption order, special guardianship order or a child 
arrangements order

* Funded childcare hours eligibility (working 
parents of all age groups)
(Both) parents must work and earn the equivalent 
of £166 per week, each with a taxable income of 
no more than £100,000. Will be based on current 
30 hour funding criteria explained here: 
www.gov.uk/30-hours-free-childcare

http://www.gov.uk/help-with-childcare-costs/free-childcare-2-year-olds
http://www.gov.uk/30-hours-free-childcare

