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LOCAL NEWS 
 
White Ribbon campaign vigil 

Thank you to everyone 
who attended the White 

Ribbon campaign vigil at 
The Lexicon, Bracknell 

on Saturday, 9 

December 2023. 
 

The vigil, organised by 
Bracknell Forest Council, 

along with local charities 

Berkshire Women’s Aid and Kaleidoscopic UK, was an 
opportunity to raise awareness of the White Ribbon 

Campaign and the 16 days of activism to challenge violence 
against women and girls. It was also a chance to reflect and 

remember those that have been lost due to gender-based 

violence.  
 

It was great to see so many of you show support and help 
to raise awareness to put a stop to domestic abuse.  

 

        

 
White Ribbon campaign training calendar 

Over the 16 days of activism in November/December 2023, 

16 domestic abuse related training sessions were delivered 
with 246 delegates attending from across Berkshire.  

 
Sessions included: Intersectionality and cultural 

competency; Domestic Abuse and suspected victim suicides; 
Cost of living: impact on domestic abuse; Domestic Abuse, 

mental health and alcohol; National Centre for Domestic 

Violence; Domestic Violence Disclosure Scheme; Stalking 
Awareness; Honour Based Abuse and Forced Marriage; 

Domestic Abuse and Older People; Spiritual Abuse; The 
psychology behind the BRAVE intervention; MARAC & DASH; 

Child and Adolescent to Parent Violence and Abuse (CAPVA); 

Coercive Control; Domestic Abuse and post separation 
abuse; Introduction to the impact of domestic abuse on 

children.  

 
A big thank you to everyone who offered their time to 
deliver a session and to all the delegates who attended.   

 

 
 
Launch of Stay Ok website 

Stay Ok is an easy 
read website for 

people with learning 

disabilities and autism 
living in the Thames 

Valley.  
 

We believe it is the 

first of its kind in the 
country.  

 
It is designed to provide information and guidance on 

staying safe whilst at home, and out and about in the 
community covering a range of topics such as healthy 

relationships, exploitation and grooming, online safety and 

hate crime.  
 

Statistics show that people with learning disabilities are 
more likely to be victims of these crimes yet there is a lack 

of easy read information available to them. To keep the 

website interesting there are also quizzes, videos and games 
all designed to keep people safe.  The website is split into 

two sections, one which is completely easy read and the 
other is a resources toolkit for parents, carers and 

professionals.   

 
The website was designed by Buckinghamshire Council in 
partnership with Talkback. Talkback is a local charity that 

supports people aged 16 or older with a learning disability 

and or autism. Focus groups from Talkback were used to 
test and choose all aspects of the website down to the name 

and the colour palette. The funding was provided by the 
Thames Valley Domestic Abuse Coordinators.  

 

Updates from the Dash Charity and BWA 
The Dash Charity are starting their virtual Freedom 

Programme again on a Wednesday night, from April.  For 
further information or to make a referral, contact the Dash 

Charity via 01753 549865 or 

referrals@thedashcharity.org,uk 
 

BWA have some free sign-up codes for Reading Half 
Marathon on Sunday 14 April.  If anyone is interested in 

running and fundraising for BWA, please contact 
fundraising@bwaid.org.uk 

 

A message from Alix, BWA CEO: “If you are not a runner, 
you can be always be a supporter… I am not a runner at all 

but I wanted to make the effort to push myself and train for 
my first (and possibly only) Reading Half Marathon.  I must 

be mad!  It is a real challenge but I am keen to raise as 

much for BWA as possible.  If you are able to support me 
(and my nephew Ben who is kindly helping his old Aunt out 
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and running it with me), please visit my JustGiving 

webpage, I would be incredibly grateful.  Thank you!” 
 

 
It was a great 

Quiz night at 
the Bracknell 

Rugby Club 
on 16 

February 

supported by 
Councillors, 

the Deputy 
Mayor and many teams from Bracknell Forest Council so 

thank you to everyone who attended; and of course to the 

Rugby Club for hosting.  Thank you to the Bracknell Mayor 
for nominating BWA to be her Charity of the Year.  The final 

total raised on the night was £1424.76! Thank you! 
 

Vacancies 
BWA are currently recruiting for a Diverse Communities 

Outreach Worker (Reading, Bracknell & West Berkshire). 

Further details can be found on the BWA website.  
 

Oxfordshire County Council are recruiting for a Public 
Health Principal to lead a well-established team focusing 

primarily on the Domestic Abuse portfolio.  More details 

about the role can be found on their website.  
 

25 January 
Three new services will be launching this April to support 

victims of crime in Berkshire, Buckinghamshire, Oxfordshire 
and Milton Keynes, the Police and Crime Commissioner for 

Thames Valley has confirmed 

 
28 February 

Joanna Simpson: Wife killer loses bid for release from prison 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

TRAINING 

Introduction to domestic abuse 

Gives participants an understanding of domestic abuse 

issues through increasing knowledge and understanding and 
how to respond supportively. 

 
RBWM (click on the relevant date to book – account 

required) 

Tuesday 11 June 2024, 09:30 – 13:00 (virtual) 
Wednesday 11 September 2024, 10:00 – 16:30 (face-to-

face) 
Monday 9 December 2024, 09:30 – 13:00 (virtual) 

Thursday 13 March 2025, 10:00 – 16:30 (face-to-face) 
 

Virtual sessions via MS Teams 

Face-to-face sessions to be held at Windsor Family Hub, 65 
Alma Rd, Windsor, SL4 3HD 

 
Bracknell Forest 

Monday 20 May 2024, 10:00-16:30 (face-to-face) 

Monday 12 August 2024, 09:30-13:00 (virtual) 
Tuesday 26 November 2024, 10:00-16:30 (face-to-face) 

Thursday 6 February 2025, 09:30-13:00 (virtual) 

 
Virtual sessions via MS Teams. 

Face-to-face sessions to be held at The Willows Family Hub 
(Children’s Centre), Priestwood Youth Centre, Priestwood 

Court Road, Bracknell, Berkshire RG42 1TU. 
 

BFC employees apply via iWorks, external staff please email 
organisational.development@bracknell-forest.gov.uk  

 

MARAC (Multi-Agency Risk Assessment Conference) 

and DASH (Domestic Abuse, Stalking, Harassment 
and Honour Based Violence)   

Gives participants increased confidence and skills in relation 

to responding to victims of domestic abuse. Including an 
understanding of high-risk factors for serious harm and 

homicide, how to use the DASH risk identification checklist 
and make appropriate referrals into and engage effectively 

with the Multi-Agency Risk Assessment Conference 
(MARAC). 

 
RBWM (click on the relevant date to book – account 

required) 
Monday 29 April 2024, 10:00 – 16:30 (face-to-face) 
Wednesday 17 July 2024, 09:30 – 13:00 (virtual) 

Thursday 17 October 2024, 10:00 – 16:30 (face-to-face) 
Monday 13 January 2025, 09:30 – 13:00 (virtual) 

 

Virtual sessions via MS Teams. 
Face-to-face sessions to be held at Windsor Family Hub, 65 

Alma Rd, Windsor, SL4 3HD. 
 

Bracknell Forest 
Tuesday 18 June 2024, 09:30-13:00 (virtual) 

Monday 23 September 2024, 10:00-16:30 (face-to-face) 

Thursday 12 December 2024, 09:30-13:00 (virtual) 
Tuesday 25 March 2025, 10:00-16:30 (face-to-face) 

 
Virtual sessions via MS Teams. 

Face-to-face sessions to be held at The Willows Family Hub 

(Children’s Centre), Priestwood Youth Centre, Priestwood 
Court Road, Bracknell, Berkshire RG42 1TU. 

 
BFC employees apply via iWorks, external staff please email 
organisational.development@bracknell-forest.gov.uk  
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

NATIONAL & INTERNATIONAL NEWS 
 
6 December 
Most victims of domestic homicide have contacted police or 

NHS, review shows 
 

12 December 

Man to stand trial after being charged with murdering his 
wife  

 
18 December  

Wife ‘discovers her husband repeatedly raped her with 
household objects while she was passed out after finding 

hideous images on his computer’  

https://www.justgiving.com/page/alix-simpson-ben-simpson-1706911774613?utm_medium=fundraising&utm_content=page%2Falix-simpson-ben-simpson-1706911774613&utm_source=email&utm_campaign=pfp-email
https://www.justgiving.com/page/alix-simpson-ben-simpson-1706911774613?utm_medium=fundraising&utm_content=page%2Falix-simpson-ben-simpson-1706911774613&utm_source=email&utm_campaign=pfp-email
https://www.berkshirewomensaid.org.uk/bwa/working-bwa/
https://careers.newjob.org.uk/OCC/job/Oxford-City-Public-Health-Principal-OCC614883-OXF/1036380001/
https://www.thamesvalley-pcc.gov.uk/news/pcc-announces-new-contracts-for-the-provision-of-support-for-victims-of-crime/
https://www.thamesvalley-pcc.gov.uk/news/pcc-announces-new-contracts-for-the-provision-of-support-for-victims-of-crime/
https://www.thamesvalley-pcc.gov.uk/news/pcc-announces-new-contracts-for-the-provision-of-support-for-victims-of-crime/
https://www.thamesvalley-pcc.gov.uk/news/pcc-announces-new-contracts-for-the-provision-of-support-for-victims-of-crime/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-berkshire-68424923
https://afclearningportal.co.uk/Event/224183
https://afclearningportal.co.uk/Event/224188
https://afclearningportal.co.uk/Event/224185
https://afclearningportal.co.uk/Event/224192
mailto:organisational.development@bracknell-forest.gov.uk
https://afclearningportal.co.uk/Event/224196
https://afclearningportal.co.uk/Event/224199
https://afclearningportal.co.uk/Event/224200
https://afclearningportal.co.uk/Event/224204
mailto:organisational.development@bracknell-forest.gov.uk
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2023/dec/06/most-victims-of-domestic-homicide-have-contacted-police-or-nhs-review-shows
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2023/dec/06/most-victims-of-domestic-homicide-have-contacted-police-or-nhs-review-shows
https://www.cambridge-news.co.uk/news/cambridge-news/man-stand-trial-after-being-28273376
https://www.cambridge-news.co.uk/news/cambridge-news/man-stand-trial-after-being-28273376
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-12878027/Wife-discovers-husband-repeatedly-raped-household-objects-passed-finding-hideous-images-computer.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-12878027/Wife-discovers-husband-repeatedly-raped-household-objects-passed-finding-hideous-images-computer.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-12878027/Wife-discovers-husband-repeatedly-raped-household-objects-passed-finding-hideous-images-computer.html
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19 December 

Married couple found dead with gunshot wounds in village 
 

19 December 
Haverhill – Teenager sentenced for murder 

 
19 December 

Jonathan Majors found guilty of assault and harassment 

over domestic dispute 
 

19 December  
Sarah Henshaw: ‘Monster’ who killed ex-partner and 

dumped body jailed 

 
21 December 

Woman ‘pushed over 100ft cliff to her death after turning 
down wedding proposal’  

 
21 December 

Iran executes child bride who killed abusive husband 

 
21 December 

Shocking footage of ‘controlling’ husband Varinder Singh 
strangling his estranged wife released by the CPS 

 

27 December 
Influencer shot dead by husband two days after getting 

restraining order 
 

29 December 

Scrapping short jail terms in England and Wales puts women 
at risk, says abuse watchdog 

 
31 December 

Thousands of women at risk as police reject over 10,000 
background checks on potential abusers 

 

31 December 
Rohan Dennis charged over death of wife, fellow cyclist 

Melissa Hoskins 
 

10 January  

Clare’s Law failings led to harm, say Wiltshire Police 
 

12 January  
Almost half of family courts to allow reporting in England 

and Wales 
 

17 January  

‘Violent’ man who killed nursery worker and filmed her 
suffering may never be released from prison 

 
21 January 

Labour vows to install domestic abuse specialists in 999 call 

centres 
 

22 January 
Google engineer accused of beating wife to death before 

police found him bloodied with ‘blank stare’ 
 

 

 

22 January  

Queen Camilla makes unexpected speech during Swindon 
visit 

 
28 January  

Domestic abuse victim tells of ordeal of living with 7 brain 
injuries 

 

30 January 
TikTok killer’s mother groomed my son in secret love affair 

before murdering him, says grieving father 
 

31 January  

British girl, 13, is dramatically saved from a forced marriage 
to her cousin in Pakistan 

 
2 February 

Alice Wood jailed for running over and killing Ryan Watson 
 

7 February  

'We begged her to leave our son alone and find someone 
her own age, instead she killed him' 

 
9 February  

Domestic abuse victims given fresh support to escape abuse 

 
9 February  

Domestic abuse: Why I shared my mum’s murder story on 
TikTok 

 
14 February  

Tougher sentences for ‘rough sex’ killers 
 

14 February 

Commissioner responds to new statutory aggravating factor 
for sexually violent homicides 

 
14 February 

Huddersfield: Family members jailed after abusing son’s wife 

 
15 February 

Pangbourne: Teen hit by train after mum found stabbed – 
inquest 

 

17 February  
Jersey Police vans raise awareness of domestic abuse 

support 
 

18 February  
UK charities warn of ‘devastating’ council cuts to women’s 

services 

 
20 February  

Domestic abuse charity ‘goes into liquidation’ - NCDV 
Magazine 
 

22 February  
Watchdog to probe police contact with abuse victim 

 
 

 
 

https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/crime/smeeton-road-saddington-couple-police-b2466870.html
https://www.suffolk.police.uk/news/suffolk/news/news/2023/november/haverhill--teenager-sentenced-for-murder/
https://www.theguardian.com/culture/2023/dec/18/jonathan-majors-guilty-assault-trial-verdict
https://www.theguardian.com/culture/2023/dec/18/jonathan-majors-guilty-assault-trial-verdict
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-derbyshire-67760919
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-derbyshire-67760919
https://metro.co.uk/2023/12/21/boyfriend-arrested-woman-fell-100ft-death-cliff-proposal-20007610/
https://metro.co.uk/2023/12/21/boyfriend-arrested-woman-fell-100ft-death-cliff-proposal-20007610/
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/middle-east/iran-child-bride-capital-punishment-b2467667.html
https://www.birminghamworld.uk/news/varminder-singh-tipton-strangle-wife-bradford-broadway-shopping-centre-4454906
https://www.birminghamworld.uk/news/varminder-singh-tipton-strangle-wife-bradford-broadway-shopping-centre-4454906
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/americas/crime/theresa-cachuela-bunny-bontiti-killed-b2469732.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/americas/crime/theresa-cachuela-bunny-bontiti-killed-b2469732.html
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2023/dec/29/scrapping-short-jail-terms-in-england-and-wales-puts-women-at-risk-says-abuse-watchdog
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2023/dec/29/scrapping-short-jail-terms-in-england-and-wales-puts-women-at-risk-says-abuse-watchdog
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/clares-law-domestic-abuse-police-b2454860.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/clares-law-domestic-abuse-police-b2454860.html
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2023/dec/31/rohan-dennis-charged-over-death-of-wife-fellow-cyclist-melissa-hoskins-reports
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2023/dec/31/rohan-dennis-charged-over-death-of-wife-fellow-cyclist-melissa-hoskins-reports
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-wiltshire-67925226.amp
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-67940107
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-67940107
https://www.itv.com/news/granada/2024-01-17/jealous-boyfriend-beat-nursery-worker-to-death-and-filmed-her-suffering
https://www.itv.com/news/granada/2024-01-17/jealous-boyfriend-beat-nursery-worker-to-death-and-filmed-her-suffering
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-68047008
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-68047008
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/americas/crime/google-engineer-beating-wife-death-b2482803.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/americas/crime/google-engineer-beating-wife-death-b2482803.html
https://www.swindonadvertiser.co.uk/news/24065806.queen-camilla-makes-unexpected-speech-swindon-visit/
https://www.swindonadvertiser.co.uk/news/24065806.queen-camilla-makes-unexpected-speech-swindon-visit/
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/domestic-abuse-brain-injuries-violence-b2485463.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/domestic-abuse-brain-injuries-violence-b2485463.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/crime/tiktok-murders-documentary-victim-mahek-ansreen-bukhari-b2487143.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/crime/tiktok-murders-documentary-victim-mahek-ansreen-bukhari-b2487143.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-13030293/British-girl-13-dramatically-saved-forced-marriage-cousin-Pakistan.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-13030293/British-girl-13-dramatically-saved-forced-marriage-cousin-Pakistan.html
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-stoke-staffordshire-68180241
https://www.liverpoolecho.co.uk/news/liverpool-news/we-begged-leave-son-alone-28587065
https://www.liverpoolecho.co.uk/news/liverpool-news/we-begged-leave-son-alone-28587065
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/domestic-abuse-victims-given-fresh-support-to-escape-abuse
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/newsbeat-68232072
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/newsbeat-68232072
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/tougher-sentences-for-rough-sex-killers?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=e6ab0222-5677-4aaf-b8f1-c799e4736753&utm_content=weekly
https://domesticabusecommissioner.uk/commissioner-responds-to-new-statutory-aggravating-factor-for-sexually-violent-homicides/
https://domesticabusecommissioner.uk/commissioner-responds-to-new-statutory-aggravating-factor-for-sexually-violent-homicides/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-leeds-68295300
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-berkshire-68307702
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-berkshire-68307702
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-jersey-68312329
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-jersey-68312329
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2024/feb/18/uk-charities-warn-of-devastating-council-cuts-to-womens-services?CMP=share_btn_tw
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2024/feb/18/uk-charities-warn-of-devastating-council-cuts-to-womens-services?CMP=share_btn_tw
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ncdvmagazine.co.uk%2Fdomestic-abuse-charity-goes-into-liquidation%2F&data=05%7C02%7CSophie.Wing-King%40bracknell-forest.gov.uk%7Cc16694b12bf040dcfe8208dc37966ae1%7Cf54c93b70883478fbf3d56e09b7ca0b7%7C0%7C0%7C638446366386098207%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=fW6nEHqEAqKXSx6I12NHCSkRhBQQfsfOhFLoY21XKfQ%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ncdvmagazine.co.uk%2Fdomestic-abuse-charity-goes-into-liquidation%2F&data=05%7C02%7CSophie.Wing-King%40bracknell-forest.gov.uk%7Cc16694b12bf040dcfe8208dc37966ae1%7Cf54c93b70883478fbf3d56e09b7ca0b7%7C0%7C0%7C638446366386098207%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=fW6nEHqEAqKXSx6I12NHCSkRhBQQfsfOhFLoY21XKfQ%3D&reserved=0
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cy955595vlno
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26 February 

Brute who pretended to be ‘Prince Charming’ broke his 
fiancée’s ribs and dragged her by her hair in terrifying string 

of attacks before LAIGHING at her in court – as young 
mother lays bare her horrific injuries   

 
26 February 

Devon woman who fatally stabbed husband of 27 years says 

he was violent and controlling 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

NEW USEFUL PUBLICATIONS, RESEARCH & 
RESOURCES 
 

December 2023 

Domestic Homicide Oversight Mechanism: HALT study 
briefings 

The Domestic Abuse Commissioner commissioned 
researchers at the HALT study at Manchester Metropolitan 

University to conduct analysis of Domestic Homicide Reviews 

in relation to the following themes: criminal justice, health 
services, children’s services, and adult social care.   

 
HALT Films 

Three films with victim/survivors of domestic abuse and 
family members who were bereaved due to domestic 

homicide.   

 
5 December  

The Centre for Women’s Justice have released a 30-minute 
film that shares the experiences of several survivors who 

have been unfairly criminalised as a result of the abuse. 

 
8 December 

We need to work together to prevent domestic 
abuse-related suicide 

Researchers Dr James Rowlands and Sarah Dangar wrote a 
guest blog for the Domestic Abuse Commissioner, 

highlighting the importance of learning from domestic abuse 

related suicides through the DHR process.  
 

7 December 
Killed Women published their report You Were Told: A Voice 
for Killed Women, revealing the results of their national 

survey of bereaved families who have lost a female relative 
to male violence. 

 
8 December  

The Role of Faith Leaders; Gate Openers or Gate Closers in 

Ending Violence against Women and Girls?  
 

14 December  
Support in domestic abuse safe accommodation: financial 

year 2022 to 2023 
 

January 2024 

The fourth annual report from the independent Child 
Safeguarding Practice Review Panel.  It looks at the child 

safeguarding system, based on serious child safeguarding 
incidents occurring between January 2022 and March 2023.  

It sets out patterns in practice for national government and 

local safeguarding partners to better protect vulnerable 

children.  The report reflects in some depth on six key 

themes, one of which is domestic abuse and harm to 
children.  

 
3 January 

Domestic Abuse Protection Notices / Orders factsheet 
DAPNs and DAPOs will pilot for two years from Spring 2024 

in Gwent, Greater Manchester, the London Boroughs of 

Croydon, Sutton, and Bromley, and with the British 
Transport Police. 

 
February 2024 

Sexual assault and sexual abuse booklet (and translated 

versions) with information for people seeking asylum in the 
UK, hosted by Migrant Help on their website.  Developed as 

part of the work by the safeguarding subgroup of the 
National Asylum Seeker Health Steering Group and co-

funded by NHSE South East and Home Office. 
 

February 2024 

New DHR reports from the Institute of Addressing 
Strangulation  

• The Institute for Addressing Strangulation have 

published two new reports as part of a series, 
analysing Domestic Homicide Reviews (DHRs) with 

regard to themes of strangulation and suffocation.  

• The series focuses on Fatal Suffocation (Report 1), 

Non-Fatal Strangulation (Report 2), and Fatal 
Strangulation (Report 3), with the potential to add 

additional perspectives and reports to the series in 

due course.  
 

5 February 
Domestic homicide review legislation consultation: 

government response   

 
16 February  

Changes announced to a scheme that supports 
migrant victims and survivors  

• The government has made significant changes to 

the Destitution Domestic Violence Concession which 
has been supporting migrant survivors of domestic 

abuse for over a decade.  

• The scheme, newly titled the Migrant Victims 

Domestic Abuse Concession (MVDAC), has been 
expanded to a wider cohort, but this cohort will not 

be able to access a route to settlement after support 
through the MVDAC, leaving a cliff edge in support.  

• The Domestic Abuse Commissioner is calling for a 

comprehensive package of support for migrant 
victims, which would £2.3 billion in social gains over 

10 years.  

• Read the Commissioner’s response here. 

 
20 February 

Delivery of support in domestic abuse safe accommodation: 
annual progress report 2022-23 

 
24 February 

First refuge for trans and non-binary people opens its doors 

Loving Me, a service established in 2022 by Trans + people, 
has now opened referrals for its first refuge. 

https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-13128161/Horrific-photographs-domestic-abuse-injuries-boyfriend-victim-thought-Prince-Charming-released-jailed-three-years.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-13128161/Horrific-photographs-domestic-abuse-injuries-boyfriend-victim-thought-Prince-Charming-released-jailed-three-years.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-13128161/Horrific-photographs-domestic-abuse-injuries-boyfriend-victim-thought-Prince-Charming-released-jailed-three-years.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-13128161/Horrific-photographs-domestic-abuse-injuries-boyfriend-victim-thought-Prince-Charming-released-jailed-three-years.html
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2024/feb/26/devon-woman-fatally-stabbed-husband-says-he-was-violent
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2024/feb/26/devon-woman-fatally-stabbed-husband-says-he-was-violent
https://domesticabusecommissioner.uk/reports/
https://domesticabusecommissioner.uk/reports/
https://domestichomicide-halt.co.uk/resource-center/
https://www.centreforwomensjustice.org.uk/stop-criminalising-survivors
https://www.centreforwomensjustice.org.uk/stop-criminalising-survivors
https://domesticabusecommissioner.uk/blogs/we-need-to-work-together-to-prevent-domestic-abuse-related-suicide/
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https://static1.squarespace.com/static/62e2446f66ccc535e96a49b5/t/656de7695390ff308f7bb71b/1701701502589/You+Were+Told+-+Killed+Women+Report.pdf
https://www.faithandvawg.org/publications/the-role-of-faith-leaders-gate-openers-or-gate-closers-in-ending-violence-against-women-and-girls/
https://www.faithandvawg.org/publications/the-role-of-faith-leaders-gate-openers-or-gate-closers-in-ending-violence-against-women-and-girls/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/support-in-domestic-abuse-safe-accommodation-financial-year-2022-to-2023
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/support-in-domestic-abuse-safe-accommodation-financial-year-2022-to-2023
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/child-safeguarding-practice-review-panel-annual-report-2022-to-2023
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/domestic-abuse-bill-2020-factsheets/domestic-abuse-protection-notices-orders-factsheet
https://www.migranthelpuk.org/sexual-assault-and-sexual-abuse-information
https://ifas.org.uk/dhr-reports-2023/
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/domestic-homicide-review-legislation-consultation/outcome/domestic-homicide-review-legislation-consultation-government-response
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/domestic-homicide-review-legislation-consultation/outcome/domestic-homicide-review-legislation-consultation-government-response
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/application-for-benefits-for-visa-holder-domestic-violence
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fresponse.smartwebportal.co.uk%2FhomeofficeR4%2Fcresponse.asp%3Fload%3DbQDMFERORVJ%5BOqDNR%3B%3B_JG%255ELQDN%3BbOU%3ALfGFLKMAp%5B4AA%257CRsYFbQGI%253CnCW4AA%257CT%3AR%255EONKIITRfIKUE_%5BR_s%255EM%253CO%40CEnM%255E7AA%257C_%253CFE%253CD%3FbDTgQ%253CJNE%255C%255CFYYYB%40PN%253C9JG%255ELQDN%3BdepLISSGnHQQ%5Dij!%24xrjgeqEL%255Etjwhln%3FEP&data=05%7C02%7CSophie.Wing-King%40bracknell-forest.gov.uk%7C0229b023429e4b53250a08dc33c45263%7Cf54c93b70883478fbf3d56e09b7ca0b7%7C0%7C0%7C638442167079077595%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=z1OCwtSupEh3Bpt9%2FK9L2OJZYFFBEmCoaZY1mQ%2BEr4g%3D&reserved=0
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/delivery-of-support-in-domestic-abuse-safe-accommodation-annual-progress-report-2022-23
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/delivery-of-support-in-domestic-abuse-safe-accommodation-annual-progress-report-2022-23
https://thepinktimes.com/groundbreaking-refuge-opens-doors-for-trans-and-non-binary-survivors-in-the-uk/
https://www.lovingme.uk/
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28 February 

Women’s Aid have launched their 2024 Annual Audit, the 
latest edition of Women’s Aid’s yearly publication looking at 

the provision and uptake of domestic abuse services in 
England, alongside the experiences of women who use 

them.    
 

Some of the key findings of the report include:   

• Almost half of organisations told us they had been 

running an area of their domestic abuse service in 
2022-23 without any dedicated funding. 

• The most common type of service running without 

funding was therapeutic services (43.1%). 

• 86.3% of organisations with refuge provision and 
81.6% of services with community-based services 

did not receive any commissioned funding from an 

ICB. 

• When asked about their challenges, organisations 
most commonly reported short-term contract 

lengths (33.7%), tenders not recognising quality 
(32.7%), and complex and unhelpful commissioning 

processes (32.7%).  

• Organisations reported they were struggling to 
recruit for vacant roles at the salaries they can pay 

(57.7%), with some losing staff who needed to 

move to higher paid roles elsewhere (48.1%).   
 

SAVE THE DATE: On 26 March, Women’s Aid will be 
holding a webinar exploring the findings of the Annual Audit 

2024 and discussing the implications for service delivery and 

commissioning. You can register to attend here. 

 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

TO WATCH… 
 

YouTube - How I Survived My Ex-Wife's Murder Plot  
 

Channel 4 – The Jury: Murder Trial 
 

ITV - The British Airways Killer 

 
Channel 4 - The Push: Murder on the Cliff 

 
ITV Tonight – Murdered At Home 

 

ITV - TikTok: Murder Gone Viral (episode 1) 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 

Bracknell Forest Domestic Abuse 

Forum  
14 March 2024, 10am-12pm 

13 June 2024, 10am-12pm 

11 September 2024, 10am-12pm 
4 December 2024, 10am-12pm 

All via MS Teams 
For more information, contact Joyce Barnett 

joyce.barnett@bracknell-forest.gov.uk  

 
RBWM Domestic Abuse Forum 
4 March 2024, 10am – 12pm 

3 June 2024, 10am – 12pm 

12 September 2024, 1pm – 3pm 
3 December 2024, 10am – 12pm 

All via MS Teams 

 
For more information, contact Sophie Wing-King 

Sophie.wing-king@bracknell-forest.gov.uk 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

If you no longer wish to receive this newsletter, 

please email Sophie Wing-King (Domestic Abuse 
Strategic Lead, RBWM & Bracknell Forest) 

Sophie.wing-king@bracknell-forest.gov.uk 
with ‘Remove’ in the title box 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.womensaid.org.uk%2Fannual-audit-2024%2F&data=05%7C02%7CSophie.Wing-King%40bracknell-forest.gov.uk%7Cc25c775e000d46b9027c08dc39cf5281%7Cf54c93b70883478fbf3d56e09b7ca0b7%7C0%7C0%7C638448810650246629%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=f%2Br5jlmVm03FwlCnOxS848Fz1imIOUfi6Y8FtH23OE0%3D&reserved=0
https://womensaid-org-uk.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_-tEK6C5fToeKnWlZh2DcWA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EaJZwb11oeY&list=RDCMUC4oVjJptcsvtgIMrdIUQYlQ&index=1
https://www.channel4.com/programmes/the-jury-murder-trial
https://www.tvguide.co.uk/schedule/3c8823e8-cdb1-5254-b9a5-dcbeeceb7120/the-british-airways-killer
https://www.tvguide.co.uk/schedule/b99ca09e-7776-5299-bfc9-f1e598cfbabe/the-push-murder-on-the-cliff
https://www.itv.com/news/2024-02-22/julie-etchingham-looks-at-how-the-government-are-tackling-violence-against-women
https://www.itv.com/watch/tiktok-murder-gone-viral/10a2945/10a2945a0001
mailto:joyce.barnett@bracknell-forest.gov.uk
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