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Thames Basin Heaths Special Protection Area Advice 
 
Natural England is a non-departmental public body. Our statutory purpose is to ensure that 
the natural environment is conserved, enhanced, and managed for the benefit of present 
and future generations, thereby contributing to sustainable development.  
 
We recommend that local planning authorities (LPAs) use Natural England’s Impact Risk 
Zones for Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI IRZs) (available from the Natural England 
Open Data Geoportal (arcgis.com) and to use on MAGIC (defra.gov.uk) along with 
guidance) to decide when to consult Natural England on development proposals that might 
affect a SSSI. 
 
The SSSI IRZs tool is quick and simple to use and gives instant planning advice as a formal 
consultation response in certain circumstances. It will also give the most up to date advice to 
LPAs. Use of the SSSI IRZs avoids the need for a formal email consultation on many 
development proposals, reducing unnecessary delays in the planning process. In turn this 
allows Natural England to concentrate resources on development proposals with the highest 
risks and opportunities for nature recovery. 
 
This advice relates to proposed developments that fall within the 400m – 5km ‘zone of 
influence’ (ZOI) for The Thames Basin Heaths Special Protection Area (SPA) only. It is 
anticipated that new residential development within this ZOI is ‘likely to have a significant 
effect’, when considered either alone or in combination, upon the qualifying features of the 
European Site due to the risk of increased recreational pressure that could be caused by 
that development. On this basis the development will require an appropriate assessment.  
  
Your authority has measures in place to manage these potential impacts in the form of a 
strategic solution, including Suitable Alternative Natural Greenspace (SANG) and Strategic 
Access Management and Monitoring (SAMM). Natural England has advised that this solution 
will (in our view) be reliable and effective in preventing adverse effects on the integrity of 
those European Site(s) falling within the ZOI from the recreational impacts associated with 
this residential development.       
 
Natural England has no further comments to make on Appropriate Assessments which are 
carried out by Bracknell Forest Council for planning applications which conclude no adverse 
effects on the integrity of habitats sites due to measures being secured through legal 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnaturalengland-defra.opendata.arcgis.com%2Fdatasets%2Fsssi-impact-risk-zones-england%2Fexplore&data=05%7C02%7CKate.Stanley%40naturalengland.org.uk%7Cb2d05834e6c74bcaae9d08dc7b049645%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C0%7C0%7C638520506822801940%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=d%2BtqHK47iUxxSkpPmdm48LuCO52nZx4QC0qyqa3b7P0%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnaturalengland-defra.opendata.arcgis.com%2Fdatasets%2Fsssi-impact-risk-zones-england%2Fexplore&data=05%7C02%7CKate.Stanley%40naturalengland.org.uk%7Cb2d05834e6c74bcaae9d08dc7b049645%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C0%7C0%7C638520506822801940%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=d%2BtqHK47iUxxSkpPmdm48LuCO52nZx4QC0qyqa3b7P0%3D&reserved=0
https://magic.defra.gov.uk/
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agreement and put in place in line with those set out in accordance with the following 
policies, guidance and evidence:  
 

• Policy NRM6 of the South East Plan (Thames Basin Heaths Special Protection Area)  

• Policy LP 31 (Designated nature conservation and geological sites) and policy LP 32 
(Thames Basin Heaths Special Protection Area) of the Bracknell Forest Local Plan 
2020 - 2037  

• Policies SA1-SA9 of the Bracknell Forest Site Allocations Local Plan (2013)  

• Thames Basin Heaths Special Protection Area Supplementary Planning Document 
(2025) 

• Warfield Supplementary Planning Document (February 2012)  

• Amen Corner Supplementary Planning Document (March 2010)  

• Habitats Regulations Assessment of the Pre-Submission Bracknell Forest Local Plan 
(December 2021). See core document LP/Ev8e at Core submitted documents | 
Bracknell Forest Council 

• Addendum to the Habitats Regulations Assessment of the Pre-Submission Bracknell 
Forest Local Plan (2021). See core document LP/CORE/009 at Core submitted 
documents | Bracknell Forest Council 

 
If all mitigation measures are appropriately secured, we are satisfied that there will be no 
adverse impact on the sites from recreational pressure. In the absence of appropriate 
mitigation measures being secured, Natural England will likely object to the proposal and 
would suggest consultation.  
 
Natural England wishes to continue to be consulted on other applications such as those for 
new SANGs or other bespoke mitigation for impacts which falls outside of the strategic 
solution. We would strongly recommend that applicants proposing site specific mitigation, 
including SANGs, seek early pre-application advice from Natural England through our 
Discretionary Advice Service.  
 
Yours Sincerely, 
 
Miranda Petty 
Thames Solent Team 

https://www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/planning/planning-policy/development-plan/south-east-plan
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